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Above: Pastor Gramm presents an award Bible. 
Center: Contest to see who can ride slowest without leaving the lane. 
Bottom: Picking tennis balls from pylons. 
All week the church sign said "Biker Sunday—All Bikers 
Invited." Approximately 500 fliers had been distributed one on 
one, to motorcycle shops, and to biker bars. We prayed, made 
preparations for food for dinner and, on Saturday, gathered to 
make the final preparations for the day. Saturday was such a 
beautiful day, warm and sunny, and we 
were all eager with anticipation for Sun-
day to come. 
But Sunday arrived with lightning, 
thunder, and light rain showers. We won-
dered how many people would come with 
the weather like this. As church time 
came, some motorcycles began to roll in, 
and other bikers came in their cars. There 
were 86 in church, compared to our usual 
mid-30s. Others came for dinner and the 
bike games in the afternoon, so that for 
the day there 
was a total of 














name, the date, and the name of our church. Most of the Bibles 
went to non-Christians. One Christian couple passed their 
prize on to friends they had brought along who have just start-
ed attending church with them. 
All in all, it was an excellent day and we thank the Lord for 
his presence and for the people who came. Oh, by the way, the 
sun didn't shine, but the rain stopped before the service was 
over so we could move forward without any further difficulty 
with the weather. 
Our Biker Sunday, February 12, was an effort to take 
advantage of a ministry God seems to have placed in our laps 
here at Holden Park. Putting it another way, we are trying to 
walk through the open door God has given to us. A high per-
centage of the people in our congregation own and ride motor-
cycles, and the majority of them are members of the Christian 
Ethan Gramm is pastor of the Holden Park Brethren in Christ 
Church, Orlando, Florida. 
Motorcyclists Association. We are trying to follow our Lord's 
command of going with the gospel message, and going to peo-
ple where they are—especially to people that otherwise would 
not likely darken a church door. 
We ride with the secular bikers and share the gospel one-
on-one as there is 
opportunity. At their 
request, we often 
have the opportunity 
to share the Word in 
a "Bike Blessing" 
before going on a 
ride. This is simply a 
five- to seven-
minute time of shar-
ing from the Word 
and leading in 
prayer, many times 
standing among the 
motorcycles in the 
parking lot of a biker 
bar. On several occasions we have been asked to 
lead a memorial service. Most of those occasions 
were at the beginning of a "Memorial Ride," but 
one occasion was held at a funeral home. At that 
service over 160 bikers heard the Word and 
received a gospel tract designed for bikers. Not 
one tract was left on the grass or parking lot. In 
fact, bikers stood in line to receive one. 
Nationally, the Christian Motorcyclist Associ-
ation is becoming very well known and respected 
among the biking public. Locally our CMA chap-
ter and the Holden Park congregation are gaining 
increasing respect and becoming more widely known among 
the bikers in the greater Orlando area. 
To date we have not seen many conversions or many 
attending church. But we are seeing relationships develop, 
hardened hearts being softened, and an openness that was not 
there 12 to 18 months ago. We thank the Lord for the opportu-
nity of this unique ministry and we are trying to be faithful to 
the opportunity God gives us. If you come to see us in sunny 
Central Florida, expect to see people riding their motorcycles 
to church, attired in jeans, T-shirts and leather. We will wel-
come you right along with them. 
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WHAT DOES THE RESURRECTION of Jesus mean to you? For many, the resurrection of 
Jesus gives hope of life beyond the 
grave. We all rejoice when we read 
"But in fact Christ has been raised 
from the dead, the first fruits of 
those who have died. For since 
death came through a human being, 
the resurrection of the dead has also 
come through a human being; for as 
in Adam all die, so all will be made 
alive in Christ" (1 Corinthians 
15:19-22, NRSV). 
Although this is a wonderful 
truth, does the resurrection mean 
more? In the remainder of this arti-
cle I will endeavor, first, to explain 
what Jesus meant when he said, "I 
am the resurrection," and secondly, 
to describe how this should affect us 
today. 
What did Jesus mean? 
When Jesus said, "I am the resur-
rection," what did he mean? Let's 
consider the account from John 11. 
Martha's brother, Lazarus, had been 
dead four days. Martha met Jesus 
just outside her town and told him if 
he had arrived a few days earlier, 
Lazarus would not have died. Jesus 
comforted her, saying that her broth-
er would rise again. Taking only a 
little comfort, Martha agreed that 
her brother would be raised from the 
dead—but only in the resurrec-
tion on the last day. Then 
Jesus told her, "I am the 
resurrection." 
The implication 
was that instead of 
waiting, Jesus was ( 
capable of raising 
Lazarus immedi-
ately, and he 
proved this. 
Martha already 
believed in a 
resurrection, 
but she was 
waiting for 
"the last day" 







the day she 
had been waiting for had arrived— 
or rather, the person she had been 
waiting for had arrived. The last day 
had arrived because the Messiah had 
arrived. 
Throughout his Gospel, John told 
of signs which Jesus 
performed identi-












on John 11:25 




wine (John 2), this fulfilled the 
prophetic words that at the last day, 
sweet wine would drip from the 
mountains (see Joel 3:18, Amos 
9:13). When Jesus fed the multitude 
with bread (John 6), this fulfilled the 
Jewish expectation that God's final 
act of salvation would follow the 
pattern of his first (that of the Exo-
dus). When Jesus healed the sick 
and the lam§, when he walked on 
the water and made the blind to see, 
all these were signs that the last day 
was arriving. And finally, when 
Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead 
(and when God raised Jesus from 
the dead), this was the climactic 
sign indicating the last day had 
arrived. 
Perhaps each of these signs by 
itself did not cause the original read-
ers of John's Gospel to think of 
Jesus as bringing in the last day. But 
when considered collectively they 
made a substantial case. Jesus was a 
person who had a unique relation-
ship to creation. He could turn water 
into wine, multiply loaves of bread, 
walk on water, heal any sickness, 
and more than this, he raised the 
dead. Jesus raising the dead would 
have been particularly significant to 
the original readers, for as Willi 
Marxsen says in his book, Jesus and 
Easter, "With only a few exceptions 
the Jews of his (Jesus') day were 
convinced that at the end of this 
present age God would come and 
raise the dead" (p. 44). 
With the coming of the Holy 
Spirit on the day of Pentecost, Peter 
and the first Christians understood 
the significance of what had recent-
ly happened. Peter stood and pro-
claimed, "These men are not drunk, 
as you suppose. It is only nine in the 
morning! No, this is what was spo-
ken by the prophet Joel: 'In the last 
days, God says, I will pour out my 
Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your young 
men will see visions, your old men 
will dream dreams'" (Acts 2:15-17). 
Paul, commenting on the destruction 
of the disobedient Israelites during 
the wilderness wanderings, said, 
"These things happened to them as 
examples and were written down as 
warnings for us, on whom the ful-
fillment of the ages has come" (1 
Corinthians 10:11). 
In summary, when Jesus declared 
that he was the resurrection (and 
proved it by raising Lazarus from 
the dead), he was saying more than, 
"because of me the dead can live 
again." He did say this, but he also 
said that the dead could live again 
now, because the last day had 
arrived. This emphasis was also sup-
ported by Peter and Paul. 
How should this affect us today? 
What does this mean to us today? 
Much the same as it did to Martha 
and the other early Christians. In 
general, it means we need to expect 
God can do more for us now. We 
believe Jesus has power to help us, 
but perhaps only that he will save us 
from punishment when we die or 
when he returns. We need to be 
open to what God 
can do for us 
right now 
through faith in 
Jesus Christ. This 
is not a "name it, 
claim it" message which directs God 
to do whatever we want, but rather, 
a call to trust Jesus so he can do in 
us what he wants, just as he did for 
Martha. 
Specifically, the fact that Jesus is 
the resurrection means Christians 
presently live as new creations in 
the kingdom of God. There is much 
confusion today concerning whether 
the kingdom of God is a present 
reality or a future goal. The answer 
is both: for Christians it is a present 
reality, for the rest of the world it is 
the future goal. 
There are many ways to describe 
life in the kingdom of God. For 
example, the lowliest person in the 
kingdom is greater than John the 
Baptizer, who was himself the great-
est person humanly born (Matthew 
11:11-15). Another way to describe 
life in the kingdom is the Sermon on 
the Mount (Matthew 5-7), which 
many have called "The Manifesto of 
the Kingdom of God." My favorite 
is Romans 14:17, "For the kingdom 
of God is not a matter of eating and 
^drinking, but of righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit." 
Based on the biblical assertion 
that the last day has arrived, usher-
ing in the kingdom of God, and 
given the biblical descriptions of the 
kingdom above, shouldn't each of 
us examine our lives to see if we are 
living in the kingdom? To remedy 
continued on page 7 
High on a hill 
H i g h o n a hill 
Is m y favor i te place. 
N o t because of the view, 
For I 've neve r seen it. 
N o t because of the exhi lara-
t ion of r each ing the sky, 
For I 've neve r been there. 
N o t b e c a u s e of the l iving, 
But because of the d y i n g 
long ago. 
Wood crosses w o o d . 
Nai l . Flesh. Wood . 
Nai l . Flesh. Wood . 
The Word m a d e f l e sh— 
Dying , Rising, Saving. 
Terror in the city 
C o n f u s i o n s w e e p s over the 
t o w n 
The cur ta in to rn in t w o 
The b o d y gone . 
Thieves! H e ' s r isen! 
Liars! H e saves! 
Unbe l i ev ing fear, t r embl ing . 
Trus t ing joy, ado r ing . 
The s u n rises. 
O n a n e w day. 
The Word m a d e f l esh— 
Risen. 
H e saves. 
Laura Bokma 
Laura Bokma is a student at Niagara 
Christian College, Fort Erie, Ontario. 
The fact that Jesus is the resurrection 
means Christians presently live as 
new creations in the kingdom of God. 
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A dead end in planning... 
leads to 
• a mountaintop 
by Margaret Houk 
Spring break is usually a time of 
rest, relaxation, and refreshment at our 
house, but it wasn't for our daughter, 
Cindy, this particular year. On the con-
trary, our college student was dis-
mayed by the end of the week, having 
explored one summer job possibility 
after another, all to no avail. There was 
nothing to be had. At least, not in our 
town. 
My husband and I tried to reassure 
her. 
"You mentioned a few possibilities 
in Milwaukee, near the university. 
Check those out before you become 
discouraged, sweetheart. These are 
hard times. There's a job shortage. We 
knew it wouldn't be easy." 
When Cindy called home two 
weeks later with the news that the 
remaining leads she was working on 
had fizzled, I could tell that she was 
fighting tears, as depressed as I had 
ever known her to be. Finishing col-
lege depended on her continuing to 
work. She had three years to go. The 
future looked bleak. 
What can a mother say at a moment 
like this? 
"Why don't you try praying about 
this, honey? That's what I would do." 
To my dismay she answered softly, 
"I already have, Mother. I've been 
praying so hard, but it hasn't done any 
good." 
My heart sank. The faith of youth is 
so fragile—so vulnerable to heavy 
winds. 
I thought back to a year earlier 
when she had enrolled at the Milwau-
kee branch of the University of 
Wisconsin. A French horn 
player majoring in music, 
she had chosen this particu-
lar campus because it had 
the best undergraduate pro-
gram in the state. 
She had to have finan-
cial aid to attend. All of her 
precollege savings had gone 
to buy a horn. But there were 
A French horn player majoring 
in music, Cindy had chosen this 
particular campus because it 
had the best undergraduate 
program in the state. 
no jobs or grants available, she was 
told. 
We had looked to God for help. A 
few days later she and her dad drove 
down to try a personal appeal. Three 
consecutive doors had opened up, past 
long lines of waiting students. No pres-
sure was applied; the impetus came 
each time from the administrator 
involved. 
She had come home with a work-
study contract. Who opened those 
doors? 
We all knew God wanted Cindy in 
Milwaukee. But why trouble again 
now? 
"Well, then," I said to my daughter, 
grasping at the first visible straw, "per-
haps God wants you to look around 
and work with what you already have. 
What do you know for sure, right 
now?" 
She had been told that she could 
continue through the summer with her 
part-time job at the university library. 
To work all day at low-paying jobs 
away from home where she had rent to 
pay did not seem prudent. We decided 
that, to justify her living costs, she 
should enroll in summer school. She 
started looking over the 
curriculum that week. 
The whimsical spirit 
and sly joking style of 
my daughter's next letter 
told me that her usual 
good spirits had returned. 
She was anticipating a 
rewarding summer of work 
and study. She had to move 
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continued from page 5 
_t 
experience 
out of the dorm to other living quar-
ters, but that was her only concern 
and she had several prospects in 
mind. 
Her next letter focused more point-
edly on a growing housing worry. 
The third revealed that every apart-
ment door had closed in her face 
except one, the last being a somewhat 
undesirable accommodation. 
A lonely bachelor uncle of one of 
Cindy's friends was offering his niece 
and Cindy a three-room kitchenette in 
his apartment building, rent-free 
except for utilities. Bus transportation 
to campus was available, but the loca-
tion was an hour away. Bus costs 
would run high. 
We visited again by phone. 
"I've tried praying, Mom, but it 
just doesn't work." 
Time was running out. With final 
exams now upon her, Cindy reluc-
tantly agreed to this last arrangement. 
She moved out the end of the follow-
ing week. I wondered why God did 
not seem to be answering her prayers. 
Just one week later the puzzle 
pieces all fell into place. A fellow stu-
dent contacted Cindy with a proposal. 
Another branch campus of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin was sending its 
band en masse to Switzerland to 
study for eight weeks at an institute 
for advanced musical studies. Stu-
dents would receive several universi-
ty credits for courses taken. 
They would have to pay plane fare 
and room and board, but all other 
expenses (including the institute fees 
and a tour of Romania for a week) 
would be met by admission fees for 
concerts they would be giving in 
Switzerland. 
The band had a few positions 
open. Bob was sure Cindy could pass 
the audition. Was she interested? 
When she phoned with the news, I 
was thrilled. Surely this was God's 
answer. For, had she found a summer 
job, she would not have been able to 
take advantage of this marvelous 
opportunity. Had she taken on any of 
the apartment partnerships she longed 
for, she would have been obligated 
for her share of the rent all summer. 
To top it all, the estimated cost would 
not exceed by much what her planned 
summer school tuition expenses 
would have run. 
The offer came three days before 
classes started, so she had not as yet 
paid her summer school tuition. Thus 
she had no binding commitments 
anywhere. 
We had followed God blindly in 
prayer. In so doing, a seemingly stony 
dead-end road had led our daughter to 
a mountaintop experience. 
The day that she called, we shared 
God's beautiful promise, "Delight 
yourself in the Lord and he will give 
you the desires of your heart" (Psalm 
37:4). 
Margaret Houk lives in Appleton, Wis-
consin. 
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the apparent lack in the lives of 
most professing Christians, many 
preachers call for the response, 
"Christian, become what you 
already are in Christ Jesus!" The 
implication of this call is that Jesus 
lives in the kingdom for us, and we 
can be saved (justified at the day of 
judgement) without actually living 
in the kingdom, although this should 
be our goal. I don't understand this 
way of thinking, nor do I find it in 
the Bible, stated or implied. What I 
do find in the Bible is Paul's, 
"examine yourselves to see whether 
you are living in the faith" (2 Corin-
thians 13:5, NRSV), and Jesus' 
"The time has come...the kingdom 
of God is near. Repent and believe 
the good news!" (Mark 1:15). These 
verses (and many others) imply that 
if we are not living in the kingdom, 
then we are not Christians. Beyond 
this they imply that we can know if 
we are in the kingdom, and that we 
can enter by trusting in the gospel 
message. 
If "become what you already are" 
works for you, if it gives you a 
standing better than John the Bap-
tist's, if it enables you to live the 
Sermon on the Mount, if it gives 
you an unshakable assurance of 
righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit, then continue in the 
blessing of the Lord. 
However, if "become what you 
already are" leads you to become 
more of a self-centered sinner (as it 
did for me at one time), then I invite 
you to become what Christ wants 
you to be. You already believe that 
Jesus will save you from the fallen-
ness of this world, but are you living 
it today? Even now, trust him to 
save you, trust him to bring you into 
his new order of his glorious king-
dom. The end of the age has arrived. 
Jesus is the resurrection. Do you 
believe this? • 
Gary Freymiller is a member of the staff 
of Evangel Publishing House, recently mov-
ing with his wife and four children to Nap-
panee from Ohio. 
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Christ ian E d u c a t i o n Notebook 
I'm going to the "True 
Love Walts" rally at 
church tonight. If Chris 
won't go along, then I 
think we're through! 
"Come on over tonight 
and we'll watch 
some adult videos 
Joe discovered in 
his dad's 
desk." 
Should I take . 
the college prep \ 
Merature course, or) 
the computer lab? .1 







What should I do... 
study for Saturday's 3ib\e quiz tourney, or 
go to Denises party? All my school friends will 
be thereI But I really need the study time.! 
Jesus said, 
"Take up your 
cross daily and 
follow me." 
For me, that 
means... 
I love Chris and 
Chris loves me. 
Chris says that as 








YOUNG TEENS o f t h e n i n e t i e s make up what 's been called the "multiple choice" genera-
tion. We are working with young peo-
ple who are deluged with choices— 
from the mundane (dozens of cereal 
brands and potato chip varieties) to 
the extraordinarily profound (sexual 
preferences and moral convictions). 
Never before has a generation had so 
m a n y a l t e rna t ives f r o m which to 
choose. 
Whether we ' re talking to young 
people about which videos to watch, 
whose value system to live by, or 
whose peer group to identify with, 
our goal is to help kids make the best 
poss ible decis ions for their well-
being—from God's perspective. 
In the late n ine teen th century, 
Charles Sheldon wrote a novel enti-
tled In His Steps. Sheldon's goal was 
to translate the Christian life to people 
living in that era. In the book, he 
depicts the choices that citizens, busi-
ness people , a n e w s p a p e r edi tor , 
church leaders, and others would 
need to m a k e in a non-Chr i s t i an 
world. Throughout the book, he pre-
sents various challenges to the char-
acters, forcing them to ask this basic 
question: "What would Jesus do?" 
Foundations for effectiveness 
As you work with young teens, 
some of the following tips may help. 
by Paul Borthwick 
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First, respect the intensity of your 
young teens ' fee l ings . I t ' s vitally 
important to remember that the issues 
you'll be studying are very profound 
in the lives of some of your young 
teens. The starting point in leading 
this kind of discussion is to take the 
issues and their impact on young 
teens' lives seriously. Be empathetic. 
One seventh grader came to ask 
me about cheat ing in school. Her 
quest ions made me wonder if she 
were just looking for me to justify her 
desire to get ahead by copying the 
work of others. I gave her a few glib 
answers and reminded her that cheat-
ing had no place in the life of a Chris-
tian. I thought I had settled the issue, 
but she broke into tears. 
"I don ' t know what to do," she 
said. "I believe that I shouldn't cheat, 
but my parents are putting so much 
pressure on me to get good grades 
that I 'll either cheat and compromise 
my Christian faith or I won' t cheat, 
and I ' l l get poor grades and disap-
point my parents." 
Her tears rebuked me. I realized 
that I had treated her lightly while she 
was dealing with a very tough deci-
sion. Some kids live daily with over-
ly str ict pa ren t s or an obnox ious 
brother. Others feel that their social 
lives will suffer if they refuse to con-
form to the sexual standards of their 
peers. Some feel hostile toward the 
inconsistency at church. Others feel 
alone without friends. 
Listen to your students as these 
issues are discussed. Young people 
will react most strongly to the issues 
that affect them most intensely. In the 
opposite extreme, look out for clue-
lessness! In contrast to the young per-
son who is intensely involved in a 
spiritual dilemma is the young teen 
who never wrestles with questions of 
how the Christ ian fai th applies to 
tough choices in daily life. 
Three junior high guys told me that 
they had refused to go see an "R" 
rated movie with their peers. I was 
proud of their choice, so I asked them 
how they had come to this decision. I 
asked optimistically, "Did you ex-
plain to your friends that your com-
mitment as Christians prevented you 
from going to the movie?" 
April 1995 
Our goal is to help 





They looked at me blankly. "Well, 
no," replied one, "We told them that 
our parents would kill us if we went. 
The Christian thing never entered our 
minds." 
These young men illustrate the 
way that a number of young teens 
(and perhaps adults as well) live. To 
them, the Christian faith relates to 
Sunday, Bible study, and maybe serv-
ing the needy—but it has no connec-
tion to the moral, ethical, and lifestyle 
choices of daily living. Our tough task 
is to cause them to think, to remind 
them that fo l lowing Jesus should 
affect their relationships at home, 
their pursuit of success or popularity 
at school, and their decision whether 
or not to drink alcohol. 
As you lead 
The easiest way to address the 
tough choices facing kids is to tell 
them what they should think and do. 
But our goal is more significant and 
long-term. We want to teach kids how 
to think, how to integrate their faith, 
and how to apply Christian disciple-
ship to daily issues. 
Here are some suggestions as to 
how you can go about this: 
1. Think principles! In the first 
century, Jesus did not need to decide 
about MTV, nor did he need to deal 
with cheating in school. As leaders, 
we need to be careful not to put words 
in Jesus' mouth. Instead of looking 
for definit ive instructions on each 
issue, ask, "What principles apply to 
this decision?" 
2. Develop your hooks. Every 
teacher knows the value of a "hook." 
A hook might be a story, an illustra-
tion, a question, or a statement de-
signed to get s tudents ' a t tent ion. 
Fashion some ef fec t ive quest ions 
(perhaps with the help of a few stu-
dents) that will stir some discussion 
on the topics. Try not to ask "lead-
ing" questions that discourage kids 
from offering an honest response. 
3. Be slow to speak. Try not to 
reveal your personal feelings during a 
discussion, either by reacting nega-
tively to far-out ideas or by speaking 
up too soon to relieve the silence. 
Allow kids to think, to wrestle, to 
debate the topics. 
The bottom line 
In tackling tough questions, our 
goal is to produce young teens who 
unders tand that the Chris t ian l i fe 
involves discernment, moderation, 
and wisdom. 
Discernment involves kids under-
standing for themselves how to choose 
between good and evil. Hebrews 5:14 
informs us that discernment comes 
to those who "by constant use have 
t rained themse lves to dis t inguish 
good f rom evil." Therefore, youth 
ministry should include "training" 
sessions in which kids can wrestle 
with "What would Jesus do?" ques-
tions. 
Moderation involves understand-
ing that even though some things may 
not be directly destructive, they still 
might not be the best course of action. 
We want to develop Christian young 
p e o p l e w h o can say w i t h P a u l , 
'"Everything is permissible for me '— 
but not eve ry th ing is bene f i c i a l . 
'Everything is permissible for m e ' — 
but I will not be mastered by any-
thing" (1 Corinthians 6:12). 
In our complicated world, one of 
the best things we can do for young 
people is to teach them to ask God 
for wisdom according to James 1:5. 
We serve the best interests of students 
by teaching them to look to God for 
insight to make the best poss ib le 
choices in the midst of hundreds of 
options. 
Paul Borthwick is a veteran youth worker 
and popular speaker and seminar leader. He 
is minister of missions at Grace Chape! in 
Lexington, MA. This article is courtesy of 






Sara Cress in 
her room at 
Matopo 
Mission. 
Sara Zook Cress 
and the 
Master Sculptor 
by E. Morris Sider 
In the small cemetery on the grounds 
of Matopo Mission in Zimbabwe is a 
marker to Sara Zook Cress. She was the 
first Brethren in Christ missionary to die 
in Africa. Therein lies a striking and 
instructive story. 
In retrospect, it is not entirely surpris-
ing that she should be in Africa at the 
time of her death. Brethren in Christ mis-
sions overseas had recently begun; enthu-
siasm for missions was high, especially 
in places like Kansas where Sara grew 
up. Her parents, Noah and Mary Zook, 
were among the first Brethren in Christ 
evangelists in North America. Her broth-
ers David and Eber were missionaries in 
India under another religious group. 
Sara was born near Chambersburg, 
Pa., in 1874. As a foreshadowing of her 
future work, she formed a close attach-
ment as a child to the former slave em-
ployed by her father on the Zook farm. 
When still a child, the family took part in 
the well-known migration of Pennsylva-
nia Brethren in Christ to Kansas in the 
late 1870s, settling on a farm a few miles 
north of Abilene. 
By all accounts Sara was a bright stu-
dent, eager to learn, and giving no disci-
pline problems to her teachers. Her moth-
er-in-law, Abbie Cress, would later write 
that she was "a sweet and modest friend" 
to all who knew her. She graduated first 
in her high school class and was chosen 
to give the class oration at the graduation 
ceremonies. 
Sara was converted at the age of nine, 
then considered an early age to become a 
Christian. Nine years later she wrote her 
first article for the Evangelical Visitor, 
which emphasized that salvation was for 
all; it ended with an effective rhetorical 
flourish: "What has Christ done for the 
world? is best answered by another ques-
tion—what has he not done?" Her grad-
uation speech, also printed in the Evan-
gelical Visitor and entitled "The Marble 
Block," challenged her audience to allow 
themselves to be shaped by the Master 
Sculptor. 
After graduation, Sara taught for a 
term, then married George Cress. Early 
in their marriage she gave birth to a son 
who died five days later. A second child 
also died shortly after birth. It may have 
been these two sad experiences that led 
Sara and George to seek a deeper spiri-
tual experience in sanctification, and in 
turn to respond to inner calls to do mis-
sion work in Africa. 
In preparation for this work they first 
ministered for six months to the "colored 
people," as they called them, in the Bap-
tist church in Abilene. Then, as other 
Brethren in Christ young people were 
doing, they spent an unstated amount of 
time at the Hepzibah Faith Mission 
school in Tabor, Iowa, a school that em-
phasized holiness and missions. Return-
ing to Kansas, they sold all their posses-
sions and left for Africa, arriving at 
Matopo Mission in April 1899. 
For several months Sara and George 
remained at Matopo with Jesse and Eliz-
abeth Engle, Frances Davidson, and other 
missionaries who had preceded the 
Cresses. Davidson, a keen observer of 
human nature (including that of fellow 
missionaries), noted in her diary that Sara 
was taking the work of the mission very 
"much at heart," and that in contrast to 
some other missionaries she was mak-
ing considerable effort to learn the native 
language (with which, according to other 
sources, she quickly became familiar). 
For several months the missionaries 
had been talking about beginning a new 
station. Sara and George were given the 
task of translating talk into action. Sara's 
view that the new work should be six 
miles to the east at Entabeni because of a 
greater density of population won over 
differing opinions, including her hus-
band's. Following a scouting party to the 
region by the Cresses, the Engles, and 
Frances Davidson, Sara and George 
moved to Entabeni, living at first in what 
she describes as a little white tent. 
Her views on mission work and the 
Africans are contained in several letters 
and articles in the Evangelical Visitor. 
In one she relates that their food at Enta-
beni "is now almost entirely native food 
cooked and served in the native style." 
She describes with obvious delight a bap-
tism scene in which she and other mis-
sionaries greeted those who had been 
baptized as they came out of the water: 
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"We suppose those poor people in the 
church at home [North America] who 
think it such a dreadful thing to mix 
with these natives would have been 
shocked beyond all measure had they 
seen us greet our new [members] with 
the Holy Kiss. Of course we observed 
that command the same as at home." 
Above all, her few surviving com-
munications convey a marked sense 
of joy in her work. This joy is nicely 
caught in her observations on the six 
people whose baptism she had earlier 
described: "We are so rejoiced to see 
the fruits growing up from the seed 
sown that we cannot express it. Tears 
of gratitude often flow as we look 
upon God's goodness to this people." 
But her joy and hope were short-
lived. At Entabeni only a few months, 
she became desperately sick. Her hus-
band also became ill, so he needed 
help to care for her. Both were taken 
to Matopo—he with malaria; she, 
according to Frances Davidson's diag-
nosis, with food poisoning. Sara's pain 
was great; only Davidson's rubbing of 
her body brought some relief. In a few 
days after returning to Matopo, Sara 
died. 
Sara's parents in North America 
were understandably grief-stricken. 
They received the news of their 
daughter's death while holding revival 
services at Howick in Ontario. They 
wrote to the Evangelical Visitor. "We 
do not understand just why such who 
are so young and well qualified for 
the work should be removed so 
early.... Her letters came to us so fre-
quently and were so full of good cheer 
and hope for the salvation of the peo-
ple of that clime." 
Sara's Master Sculptor of her high 
school graduation speech had not long 
to work on his subject, but he had 
worked well, and bright and lovely 
Sara had been good material in his 
hands. 
E. Morris Sider is Professor of History 
and English Literature at Messiah Col-
lege. He is presently writing a two-volume 
history of Brethren in Christ missions. This 
is one of a series of articles prepared for 




shall lead them 
by Mr. and Mrs. Mgoli Dube, translated by J. R. Shenk 
We lived in our village without knowl-
edge of the Lord and no thought of wor-
shiping him. We had danced to and wor-
shiped ancestral spirits for our entire 
lives. In our minds we were enjoying our 
religion. My wife frequently became pos-
sessed and controlled by the spirits. 
One day the Spirit of the Lord came to 
my wife. I was surprised to hear her say, 
"Father, we should allow our children to 
go to church and worship. They do not 
belong to us." I responded angrily, "To 
whom do they belong?" She responded in 
a soft voice saying that they had been 
lent to us by the God. I became very quiet 
and thoughtful. I then told her that I 
understood what she was saying. With 
our consent they began to attend church. 
We even bought them a Bible and hymn 
book to use. 
After some time my wife came to me 
and said that the children were asking for 
permission to attend a baptismal service 
at Silikwe. We also received a letter from 
their pastor, Mr. E. Ndlovu, stating that 
one of the children wished to be baptized. 
We gave our consent. 
Some time later the pastor sent word 
that four of our other children requested 
to be baptized at Lumene. I asked the 
pastor what it was which made them want 
to be baptized. He suggested that I ask 
them. I called them and asked them to 
explain their reasons for wanting to be 
baptized. They answered, "Father, we 
have heard about our Lord Jesus, who 
was sent by his father, God, to die for us 
in order to lift us out of sin." We agreed 
for them to go to Lumene to be baptized. 
We, their parents, continued with tra-
ditional worship, dancing and cooking 
beer for the ancestral spirits. The women 
became possessed and threw themselves 
in the dust on the ground. 
After some time my wife said to me, 
"Father, why do we not go to church and 
worship?" I did not answer her. She said 
nothing further about the issue for some 
time. Then she asked me the same ques-
tion again. I asked her what we would do 
about the problem of ancestor worship. 
She replied that is not something with 
which we were born and cannot be 
changed. I did not respond but remained 
thinking about her words. 
Quite some time later I asked her if 
she was really serious about going to 
church and worshiping the Lord. She 
replied that she was very serious . At that 
time our children, who had been baptized, 
were conducting a time of prayer each 
evening in our home. 
As the General Conference held at 
Matopo in 1992 approached, my wife 
asked if she could attend. I agreed, think-
ing that she was just joking. But then she 
asked for money for bus fare and regis-
tration. I told her to take what she needed 
and I went to work. When I returned 
home, I was shocked to find that she had 
actually gone to conference. When she 
returned from conference, she gave me a 
full report of the journey. She explained 
that she called some of the leaders and 
told them about her problem of demon 
possession. Three ministers and a woman 
prayed for her and the Lord delivered her. 
We began to go to church and re-
ceived the Lord as our Saviour. We were 
very faithful in worshiping the Lord. We 
grew in spiritual understanding until we 
were baptized at Mkwidzi in 1993. 
One thing which had bothered me was 
that we had caused problems with my 
wife's parents by our ancestral spirit wor-
ship. They were regular attendants at the 
Seventh Day Adventist church. They 
never refused to do what we had asked of 
them. After repenting I felt very sorry for 
what we had done. I remembered the 
words of Lamentations, which says that 
everything under the sun has its own 
time. 
I thank the Lord who has brought us to 
the light, because we were in utter dark-
ness. Amen! 
This is a testimony of Mr. and Mrs. Mgoli 
Dube who were baptized at Mkwidzi in 1993, 
as related by Mr. Dube and translated by J. R. 
Shenk. 





by Doris Dube 
December 4,1994 was a special day in 
the history of the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Zimbabwe. It was on that day 
that over 3,680 people representing all 
the districts of the church came together 
to celebrate the consecration of the tenth 
bishop of the Zimbabwe Conference. 
Rev. and Mrs. Jacob R. Shenk replace 
Bishop and Mrs. Martin Senda, who had 
served the church in the past five years. 
Some people have expressed misgiv-
ings about this choice of leadership for an 
African church in post-independent Zim-
babwe. Their main concerns stem from 
Rev. J. R. Shenk's birthplace and the 
color of his skin. To us though, these are 
very minor issues which we feel should 
not be allowed to hinder God's work. 
As the time drew near for the Confer-
ence to choose a new bishop, the church 
body started praying for God to raise for 
us a man after God's own heart. It had to 
be a man who had a love, concern and a 
vision for the work at hand. It had to be a 
man who was transparent and had the 
will to be a servant. Above all it had to be 
a man who loved the Lord. 
We believe the Lord, who knows the 
hearts of men and who answers the 
prayers of a people who truly seek him, 
answered us, granting us a leader in the 
person of Rev. Jacob R. Shenk. In the 
years since independence, when he and 
his family came back to serve the Zim-
babwean conference, we ceased to con-
sider him as a missionary. He became 
one of us. He spoke our language and 
understood our culture. As can be expect-
ed, many times he was "tried" for the 
many "crimes" (true or imagined) which 
he had committed in the execution of his 
duties as a church treasurer, pastor, over-
seer and leader. At this point, we can say 
that Rev. Shenk took bruising and grilling 
and came out shining as gold. Many peo-
ple acknowledge that he has the making 
of the kind of leader we need if we are to 
move forward as a church and regain our 
lost status in the community. 
Bekithemba Dube expressed what 
many other people have said when he 
says, "Rev. Shenk is a high achiever, 
however he needs to learn to rub it on to 
others. At the moment he is the best we 
have in terms of duty consciousness, 
moral accountability and stewardship. 
The challenge before him is to develop 
leadership at all levels of the church and 
service institutions and above all to 
groom candidates in view of his own re-
placement. Where his predecessors have 
left the church with one or no choice, we 
pray he leaves us at least four or so poten-
tial candidates from which to choose. The 
church on the other hand has the chal-
lenge to rally behind him and show 
greater commitment to the church and its 
agenda." 
Mrs. R. T. Ndlovu also echoes the sen-
timents of many when she says, "The 
new bishop has to lead according to what 
God and not man says. If he is obedient, 
God's plan for the church will unfold." 
The ordination service itself was a 
very beautiful ceremony with a warmth, 
joy and anticipation for good things to 
come as the church moved into the future. 
Rev. Elliot Msipa in his invocation traced 
God's plan for leadership from creation 
through the ages to the church today. He 
stressed that there was always need for 
good, God-guided leadership for his peo-
ple. It was a warm prayer and put all will-
ing to be controlled by the Spirit into the 
mood for worship. This same warmth 
was again experienced when Rev. Elliot 
Ziduli, then Mrs. Nellie Miotshwa led in 
the consecration prayers for the Shenks. 
We all felt the presence and blessing of 
the Lord and were challenged to support 
our new bishop and his wife. 
Bishop Enock Shamapani of Zambia, 
who preached the sermon from Nehemi-
ah 2, brought many thought-provoking 
ideas to mind. There were challenges for 
both the church and the bishop-elect cou-
ple. As the occasion called for rejoicing, 
all those who might have been feeling 
unhappy were cautioned to leave the cer-
emony so that only those of one accord 
should remain. 
Some of the ideas Bishop Shamapani 
shared: "Nehemiah was a praying man. 
He prayed during good and bad times. 
We as a church should strive for the same 
good of communication with God.... A 
leader is called out in awkward times. 
Such a leader should realize that many 
times he will be a servant rather than a 
boss. There will be times when he will 
travel a lonely road and times when he 
will spend sleepless nights because of 
church issues." 
As Nehemiah inspected the ruins of 
Jerusalem and set his work plan in 
motion, Rev. Shenk was reminded not 
only to take stock but also to count the 
cost. As the people rallied behind 
Nehemiah when they had confidence in 
his leadership, the people were chal-
lenged to rally behind the Shenks. A 
strong reminder was that Rev. Shenk was 
God's anointed and so no one should 
despise or try to do bad or speak evil of 
him, as this would arouse God's wrath. 
Giving him due support and respect 
would bring blessings to the church. 
Rev. and Mrs. Shenk were to expect 
support as well as opposition. They were 
advised to listen and respect both as this 
could only build them for better service. 
The service was not altogether a seri-
ous affair. There was laughter as Bishop 
Shamapani reminded Bishop Shenk that 
in spite of the length of time he had spent 
in our country, he still was more likely to 
retain some of his Western culture which 
would not be acceptable or present a pos-
itive image in our situation. He was there-
fore reminded to follow our way, not his. 
A Tonga proverb was shared: "If some-
one throws mud on you, don't let anyone 
clean you off. He will smudge you up. 
Don't clean yourself, either. It will mess 
you up. Allow it to dry, then it will fall 
off and leave you clean." 
Rev. Stephen N. Ndlovu, who charged 
the new bishop and conducted the conse-
cration vows, also gave a Zimbabwean 
proverb, which translated implies that to 
know and appreciate the way, one needs 
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to seek advice from those who have trav-
elled that road. 
Bishop and Mrs. Shenk have enjoyed 
a long relationship with the Zimbabwean 
church and so it feels comfortable to be 
inviting them to lead thus. They arrived in 
Africa on November 28, 1958. Apart 
from the times when they returned to the 
United States on furlough and from the 
short break just before independence, 
they have lived and served in Zimbabwe 
in various capacities, ranging from sci-
ence teaching, mission school superin-
tendent, overseer and farm managing to 
the present time when they are called to 
new service. 
It would take a lot of space to recount 
their involvement in all the local church 
affairs. What has had the greatest impact 
on the church today has been the way 
they have served in the Mtshabezi Dis-
trict. Everyone has been impressed by the 
way they have been able to visit all the 
churches in the district, help build church-
es, introduce a scheme to train young men 
for possible leadership in the districts, 
and spend more time focusing on what 
they could do for the Lord rather than 
what they could gain. Their reports of 
activities planned and performed, as well 
as their having a known travel itinerary so 
that their movements could be transparent 
to all, helped to build confidence in them. 
Already Bishop Shenk has started 
mobilizing the church for service. At a 
recent leadership retreat during the sec-
ond week of December he outlined some 
of his goals for the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Zimbabwe. These include 
establishing an effective leadership devel-
opment programme; eliminating all over-
drafts and establishing sound financial 
policies; doubling church membership 
and beginning 50 new congregations in 
the next five years; establishing a church 
in Botswana; establishing a strong Men's 
Fellowship; and having the constitution 
and by-laws revised and distributed to 
the leaders and churches. 
Each of the above areas were dis-
cussed at length by those present, and the 
attitudes and vision for progress were 
very positive. As we move into the future 
we would like to invite the church outside 
Zimbabwe to prayerfully support us in 
the future as we are facing many chal-
lenges. 
Reported by Doris Dube for the Zimbabwe 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
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Zimbabwe 
JABMIAMI 
by Jethro Dube 
I first met Jabulani through an acquaintance I hired to do some piece jobs for 
me in my rural home near Matopo. A young man of about 30, Jabulani survives 
by doing odd construction jobs. I grew to like him immensely in the two days we 
spent together. He had an infectious smile that charms and warms the heart. 
Stories of his many adventures in the Gwanda mining compounds, sad as they 
were, fascinated me as tests of endurance. I found his radiant but simple and unas-
suming personality reassuring. 
However, it was not until I unexpectedly dropped in at Jabulani's home near 
Mtshabezi that I was able to fully appreciate Jabu. His homestead was made up 
of two small, dilapidated huts, one that serves as the kitchen and the children's 
bedroom and the other as the parents' bedroom. 
Jabu was busy preparing a mid-day meal for himself and his seven children. 
His wife had left earlier in the day to sell some wares at a local mining compound 
in the hope of raising a dollar or two for the family's needs. 
When Jabu heard the car stop in front of his home, he came rushing out. "It's 
you, Dube! What brings you here? Welcome." He grabbed me by the hand and 
literally dragged me into the shade of a tree in front of the kitchen. He excitedly 
pulled out a half-broken stool and urged, "Here, please sit under the shade and feel 
at home. This is your home, Dube. Relax." 
Soon the whole neighborhood converged at his home, attracted by the car out 
front and eager to meet the stranger. It was a warm and caring welcome. We 
exchanged the usual greetings, talked about how the crops were wilting under the 
scorching sun and our fear of another drought. 
Although I was ready to get back home to Bulawayo, Jabu would not let me 
go before sharing a meal. It was a simple meal and perhaps not so nutritious, but 
shared with an abundance of love and concern. 
I am Zimbabwean, born and bred in this country. I have encountered many 
deprived families. Yet this experience touched me in a special way. This envi-
ronment spelled struggle in every sense of the word. I could clearly read signs of 
malnutrition in each child's face. The condition of their clothes told a sad story. 
And yet this family extended love without any pretenses. Indeed, life is more than 
a beautiful home and pretty clothes. 
Since I started working with Mennonite Central Committee, I have been 
directly challenged by many similar encounters. As I drove back to Bulawayo, I 
reflected on needs and wants. I thanked God for my six children and that we have 
enough to eat. I was reminded to count my blessings and to name them one by 
one. 
Doris, my wife, and the children have enjoyed going through their wardrobes 
and pulling out stuff they haven't used in the last year to give to Jabu's family. 
How I wish I had a way to empower this family so they could maintain their dig-
nity and self-esteem. How I wish this society had the capacity to tap Jabu's con-
struction skills so he could earn a living for his family. Yet I am again and again 
challenged and intrigued by those who, like Jabu, have not turned sour from their 
deprivation. 
A member of the Zimbabwean Brethren in Christ Church, Jethro Dube served as 
MCC representative since 1989. As of February 1, 1995, he began an assignment with 
MEDA in Bulawayo. Prior to 1989 he served as Education Secretary for the Brethren in 
Christ Church in Zimbabwe. This article was first printed in MCC Intercom and is used 
by permission. 
od at work in our world 
God's enabling 
Lois Raser—Guadalajara, Mexico 
[Lois' longtime co-worker, Beatriz 
Valdez, was diagnosed with cancer sev-
eral years ago and has undergone numer-
ous radiation treatments and surgery on 
her face and head.] 
"I'm one of three people and don't 
know which," remarked Beatriz one day 
last June. 
"Who are the three people?" 
"One of them is the person who took 
on big jobs, such as directing feeding cen-
ters and opening a children's home. 
Whatever you and I decided to do, we 
did it. The second person is someone who 
is being prepared for something new. 
And the third," Beatriz admitted discon-
solately, "is a woman for whom nothing 
more waits in this life—only death." 
I said (maybe not at that moment), 
"Some morning you may come down-
stairs and say to me,'Chita, I'm healed.'" 
"My spirit leaps toward the Lord's 
work like a girl of eighteen," she admit-
ted. "But I can't even walk at times." 
I nearly opened my mouth to make 
some encouraging reply. But then I 
thought of the great missionary, Charles 
Cowman, who was an invalid for three 
years. He travailed to return to China, tra-
vailed to find more workers. But he did 
not get well. He died. 
Beatriz pled with the Lord for strength 
to help me initiate the fall program. We 
two visited dozens of homes. This was a 
very big task, which she wanted very 
much to do, and it gave her great satis-
faction. She had spent so many months 
mostly in bed that I could hardly believe 
she was accompanying me, even taking 
the lead. 
Then she asked the Lord for strength 
to conduct the mothers' meetings. She 
has been enabled to do this also, although 
she suffers much pain afterward. Yester-
day every seat was full, and as the late 
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afternoon sun drifted into the pretty 
chapel, forty battered mothers were 
encouraged by her words. 
So the centers—repainted and cheer-
ful—are open. Leticia continues to direct 
the Hill Center, which we can no longer 
handle due to its ruggedness in every 
aspect. Our smaller centers minister to 
about 75 families—surely a sufficient 
field for two not-so-young, besieged sol-
diers. We feel you here with us. 
Redeemed because 
of suffering 
Thelma Book—Kitakyushu, Japan 
Several years ago Keiko Yamamoto 
was suffering from a mental breakdown. 
She began attending church with her 
mother, seeking healing. Still not well, 
Keiko was baptized and has gradually 
experienced healing since that time. Last 
October her mother was also baptized, 
and I want to share the testimony she 
gave before the church that morning. 
The day Mrs. Yamamoto attended 
church for the first time, the pastor spoke 
on Psalm 126:6, "He who goes out weep-
ing, carrying seed to sow, will return with 
songs of joy, carrying sheaves with him." 
Since Mrs. Yamamoto was weeping 
almost daily over her daughter, these 
words impressed themselves upon her 
spirit. 
Mrs. Yamamoto ' s life had been 
almost idyllic up until the time that Keiko 
became ill. She had come into the Yama-
moto household as a young bride and had 
found a wonderful mother-in-law. They 
developed a good relationship, and the 
mother-in-law supported her new daugh-
ter-in-law in her desire to continue 
employment at the post office. The first 
baby was a girl; then a son was born. The 
grandmother cared for them while the 
mother was away at work. The children 
grew up happy and with no apparent 
problems. 
Keiko was a cheerful, obedient child, 
who never gave them cause for concern. 
She went away to college and was in her 
fourth year, almost ready to graduate, 
when she came home for a vacation and 
totally separated herself from the rest of 
the family. She would talk to no one. She 
even ran away from home for a short time 
and quit university. The family was dis-
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traught. Finally Keiko returned home and 
sought professional help, but this lovely 
child had turned into a different person. 
It was for Keiko's sake that Mrs. 
Yamamoto began attending church. But 
the longer she went, the more she began 
to realize that she was the one who need-
ed Jesus. She remembers vividly one 
morning as she was cleaning up the 
breakfast dishes, she heard a voice in the 
entry way. One of the women from church 
had come to share Jesus' words from 
Matthew 5:4, "Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be comforted." Mrs. 
Yamamoto's tears flowed freely as the 
women shared together. 
Sometime after this the grandmother, 
a devout Buddhist all her life, became ill. 
After the pastor had visited and prayed 
with her, she said to her daughter-in-law, 
"When I get better I want to go to church 
with you and Keiko." However, she 
didn't get well, and she was buried in the 
Buddhist tradition. It is three years now 
since the grandmother's death, and the 
continuing ceremonies required after a 
Buddhist funeral have been completed. 
So Mrs. Yamamoto felt she was free and 
ready to publicly commit her life to Jesus, 
who had redeemed her. 
Mr. Yamamoto, Doyle's colleague at 
the college, the Yamamoto son and his 
wife and, of course, Keiko, who is a 
Christian, were all there to witness Mrs. 
Yamamoto's baptism. She said had she 
known no suffering, she never would 
have met Jesus, who suffered for her. 
We're praying that God will draw Mr. 
Yamamoto and the son and his wife into 
his kingdom soon. 
Gospel team 
Steve Newcomer—Matopo Secondary 
School, Zimbabwe 
A source of great satisfaction has been 
the introduction of a gospel team of stu-
dents from Matopo Secondary School. 
These are young people from diverse 
denominational backgrounds who have a 
common faith in Jesus Christ and a desire 
to grow and to share that faith. Their zeal 
is refreshing and challenging. We have 
tried to accomplish two objectives with 
this program. 
Firstly, many of the rural churches are 
small and utilize volunteer pastors who 
have minimal training and receive only 
nominal support. The gospel team visits 
these churches and attempts to encour-
age the leaders and the people by pre-
senting a program of drama, music, testi-
monies and Christian teaching. All of the 
programs presented thus far have been 
very well received. 
Secondly, the students are challenged 
as they formulate more specifically what 
they believe and why they believe it. 
They are given opportunity to bear wit-
ness to this belief in the programs. The 
results are doubly beneficial. 
We hope to continue this program. 
Pray for Chris and me as we must choose 
from among many those who are best 
suited to take part in this ministry. Pray 
that we will be good examples and mod-
els whom they can emulate in their own 
Christian walk. We know that this is a 
tremendous responsibility which should 
not be taken lightly. The fields are ripe 
for the harvest. • 
Teams are forum for young adults 
to discover self, world, God 
Twenty-four international, Canadian, 
and U.S. young people are discovering 
more about themselves, the world and 
God as they live, study, travel and wor-
ship together as part of three Youth Dis-
covery Teams (YDT) sponsored by Men-
nonite Central Committee. 
Colombia and 
India/Indonesia teams 
A team with the Mennonite churches 
of Colombia held an orientation in Bogo-
ta, Colombia, December 16 to 23, 1994. 
The team is sharing Latin American-style 
music and leading worship in churches 
and schools in Colombia, the United 
States and Canada from January through 
May 31, 1995. 
A second team with the Mennonite 
churches of India and Indonesia held an 
orientation in Calcutta, India, January 8 to 
15, 1995. The team is studying the nature 
of conflict and mediation from a variety 
of cultural and religious perspectives. The 
group will visit sites, experience life, and 
study in India, Indonesia, the United 
States and Canada from January 16 to 
July 20, 1995. 
Zambia 
A team with the Brethren in Christ 
churches in Zambia held an orientation in 
Choma, Zambia, January 18 to 23, 1995. 
The group is sharing southern African 
music and leading worship in churches 
and schools in Zambia, Canada and the 
United States from January 24 to July 30, 
1995. Among the team members are five 
persons from the Zambia Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Sylvester Maililwe of Choma, Zam-
bia, is a graduate of Sikalongo Secondary 
School. He is a member of Shampande 
Brethren in Christ Church, Choma. His 
parents are Bishop Mwape and Maria 
Munsanje of Choma. 
Heisey Muchimba of Lusaka, Zambia, 
most recently served as administrative 
assistant in MCC's Zambia office. She is 
a 1984-85 alumnus of MCC's Interna-
tional Visitor Exchange Program. A grad-
uate of Choma Secondary School and 
Lusaka Polytechnic Secretarial College, 
she is a member of Chilenje Brethren in 
Christ Church, Lusaka. 
Keith Mwaanga of Livingstone, Zam-
bia, is a graduate of Linda Secondary 
School in Livingstone. He is a member of 
Maramba Brethren in Christ Church, Liv-
ingstone. His parents are Elina and Philip 
Mwaanga of Livingstone. 
Smogy Simuchelo of Choma, Zam-
bia, is a graduate of St. Joseph's Sec-
ondary School in Monze. She is a mem-
ber of Munzuma Brethren in Christ 
Church, Munzuma. Her parents are Tay-
lor Munkombwe and Naomi Haumbe of 
Choma. 
Jaryn Sikalima of Macha, Zambia, is a 
graduate of Macha Girls' Secondary 
School. She is a member of Macha Breth-
ren in Christ Church. Her parents are Jane 
and Joseph Sikalima of Macha. 
Jonathan Tieszen of Wichita, Kan., 
most recently of Sikalongo, Zambia, is 
continuing a four-year MCC term in Zam-
bia with a special seven-month assign-
ment as a Youth Discovery Team leader. 
Jonathan has been teaching physics and 
mathematics at the Sikalongo Brethren 
in Christ Secondary School since 1990. 
He is a member of Lorraine Avenue 
Mennonite Church, Wichita. 
Details on the itineraries of each YDT 
are available from MCC in Akron, Pa., 
phone (717) 859-1151; and Winnipeg, 
Man., phone (204) 261-6381. • 
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igation goes on a 
I mission cruise" 
THE CHAMBERSBURG (PA.) BRETHREN IN CHRIST CHURCH w a s the scene of a 
world wide mission cruise when the adult 
Sunday school area was transformed into 
various ports of call, the teen department 
became Show Time, and the fellowship 
hall became the sun deck of our cruise 
liner, the H.M.S. BIC (His Majesty's 
Ship—Brethren in Christ). This was the 
culminating activity in a weekend mis-
sions conference sponsored by the Mis-
sions Prayer Fellowship Committee, Feb-
ruary 17-19. 
Passengers, dressed as tourists, were 
welcomed aboard by the cruise director, 
Marie Starr, and after registering, re-
ceived a Hawaiian lei, had their family 
picture taken, and took part in a bon voy-
age party with light refreshments. Tour 
guides directed 240 people to the vari-
ous ports of call: Nicaragua, England, 
Africa, India and the Orient. Former mis-
sionaries served as host and hostess of 
their country, serving a sample of food, 
Top: Buffet complete with ice sculpture. 
Center: Pastor Kelly's dramatic Jacob Stauffer monologue. 
Left: Lowell Mann hosting the India "port of call." 
giving information about the country and 
its people, and displaying memorabilia. 
In Nicaragua, the tourists were served 
fried plantains (bananas), tortillas with 
refried beans, and a 
drink made from 
cocoa beans and 
roasted corn by Mar-
shall and Eleanor Poe. 
England was the 
scene of a quaint tea 
house where John and 
Diana Reinert served 
tea and biscuits and 
told of the missionar-
ies in London work-
ing among the Mus-
lim population. Dr. 
Lowell and Anna 
Jean Mann were the 
hosts in India. They 
served a snack food 
that was very spicy 
and told of the immense population per 
area, also showing dolls 
dressed in Indian attire. In the 
Orient, guests sat on the floor 
at low tables (after taking 
their shoes off at the door) 
and Ed and Wendy Boring 
served rice flavored with 
chicken broth and the chil-
dren were treated to fortune 
cookies. Sitting around a 
campfire, our hosts, Barry 
and Carolyn Horst and their 
two children, told of life in 
Africa. With the sounds of 
African singing in the back-
ground, they served a corn 
meal mush called nsima with a sauce of 
Tonga chicken and vegetables. 
After visiting each country, the 
tourists were guided to Show Time on 
our ship where a male quartet sang old 
gospel songs of the church. The chair-
person of our Missions Prayer Fellow-
ship Committee, Doris Ann Byers, then 
introduced a special guest from the past: 
Jacob Stouffer, played by our senior pas-
tor, Stuart Kelly. He did a dramatic 
monologue depicting this pastor who at 
General Conference in 1894 gave the first 
$5 toward missions. He was dressed in 
plain garb from yesteryear and sported 
gray hair and beard, speaking in a voice 
that revealed his age. The tourists con-
tributed to the offering goal for the week-
end of $10,000 (which 
was exceeded by over 
$3,000) as his hat was 
passed among the guests. 
These world travelers 
were then escorted to the 
sun deck where they 
enjoyed a buffet of meat 
balls, wieners, cheese and 
crackers, pineapple, 
grapes, oranges, pickled 
eggs, olives, and cheese-
cake miniatures, beauti-
fully displayed amidst 
pineapples, artificial fig 
trees, f lower arrange-
ments, and an ice sculp-
ture. The punch was 
served from a fountain 
and chocolates were made into the shapes 
of shells and small fish. 
A limbo contest was enjoyed by the 
children as well as the breaking of a pina-
ta. The sun deck was decorated with palm 
trees, life buoys, deck lounge chairs and a 
fountain in the center where coins could 
be donated toward helping missionaries. 
Adults enjoyed the food and each other's 
fellowship and watched the children as 
they participated in their activities. 
This was designed to promote mis-
sions, giving people of all ages a taste of 
various cultures, enlightening them to the 
needs of missionaries and opportunities 
available for service—reported by Anita 
Mcllveen. 
16 Evangelical Visitor 
CM^News 
Allegheny Conference 
February was "youth month" at 
the Air Hill church, Chambersburg, 
Pa., closing with a conference Feb. 
24-25 with speaker John Bayer. • A 
pizza party for youth Feb. 18 with 
Scott Garman kicked off the Feb. 
17-19 missions conference of the 
Chambersburg church. • Curt 
Wengert shared Feb. 5 with the 
Fairview Ave. congregat ion, 
Waynesboro, Pa., about his Russia 
trip. • The Five Forks church, 
Waynesboro, began a Saturday 
morning sports program Mar. 4 for 
children ages 6-12. • Joy Jacobs was 
speaker at the Feb. 11 sweetheart 
banquet of the Hollowell church, 
Wayneboro. • Norman Blower was 
the Feb. 12 speaker at the Iron 
Springs church, Fairfield. Pa. • 
Three persons were baptized Feb. 12 
into the Martinsburg, Pa., congre-
gation. The youth led a concert of 
prayer on Feb. 19. • Thirty-four peo-
ple attended the Feb. 18 banquet of 
the Springhope congregat ion , 
Schellsburg, Pa., at Denny's. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Feb. 8 Pioneer Clubs 
Awards Night at the Conoy church, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., was attended by 
70 people. • Phyllis Engle, librarian 
at the Theological College of Central 
Africa, spoke Feb. 12 to the Cross 
Roads congregation, Mount Joy, Pa. 
• The Messiah College Singers led 
the Feb. 18 Saturday Circle meeting 
of the Elizabethtown church. • The 
singles of the Fairland church, 
Cleona. Pa., attended the Feb. 18 
Whiteheart concert at Messiah Col-
lege. A Sunday school class on 
"Witnessing Without Fear" began 
on Mar. 12. • The Free Grace 
church, Millersburg, Pa., hosted a 
Mar. 31—Apr. 1 Family Shepherd 
conference for men. 
The youth of the Hummels-
town, Pa., church attended a basket-
ball game at Messiah College on 
Feb. 4. • Janet Peifer led Feb. 5-8 
meetings for the Lancaster, Pa., 
church on "Helping One Another in 
the Body." • Two missions videos 
were shown Feb. 19 to the Master-
sonville congregation, Manheim, 
Pa.: "Partners in Africa, Europe, and 
North America," and "Doubled Har-
vest." • Thomas Hippie was the 
Youth Sunday speaker Feb. 5 at the 
Millersville, Pa., church. • Lots of 
fun and laughter were the fare at the 
Feb. 12 "family heart social" of the 
Montoursville, Pa., church. • The 
April 1995 
New Covenant congregation, Quak-
ertown, Pa., experienced record 
attendance of 208 recently when the 
Teen Challenge Choir gave a pro-
gram. 
Mar. 5 was Appreciation Day 
with a pizza and salad lunch at the 
New Joy church, Akron, Pa. • Phil 
Keefer spoke at the Feb. 12 MPF 
meeting of the Palmyra, Pa., 
church. • The film "Power Play" 
culminated Youth Sunday Feb. 5 for 
the Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa. • 
The Refton, Pa., church began the 
50-Day Adventure "Facing Down 
Our Fears" on Feb. 26. • Members 
of the Silverdale, Pa., church had 
opportunity to help fight cancer by 
placing a daffodil bouquet in the 
Mar. 26 service. • The Skyline 
View church, Harrisburg, Pa., sched-
uled three congregational develop-
ment conferences for Feb. 1, Mar. 
1, and Apr. 5. • The youth of the 
Souderton, Pa., congregat ion 
planned a day of skiing Feb. 18. • 
Financial counselor Dan Bailey led 
two seminars Mar. 10, 11 for the 
Speedwell Heights congregation, 
Lititz, Pa. 
Canadian Conference 
Feb. 26 was Friend Day for the 
Bertie congregation, Stevensville, 
Ont., with the drama troupe The 
Redeemed. • The Bridlewood con-
gregation, Agincourt. Ont., held a 
12-hour prayer vigil Feb. 25. • Ross 
Nigh and Greg Deardorff recently 
preached a dialogical sermon on 
God's plan for the church to the 
Falls View congregation, Niagara 
Falls, Ont. • On" Feb. 19 the Heise 
Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., 
saw the Richard Foster video "Why 
Don't My Prayers Get Answered?" 
as part of the "Wrest l ing with 
Angels" series. • The youth of the 
Houghton congregation, Langton, 
Ont., recently had a "Sno-White" 
night based on "a young princess 
and her seven vertically challenged 
friends." 
The Kingswood congregation, 
Barrie, Ont., celebrated their move 
to a new facility in February with 
music, a chalk talk by a cartoonist, 
drama, and fellowship. Attendance 
of 53 included three new families. 
• The Oak Ridges, Ont., congrega-
tion is meeting in St. John's Angli-
can Church and having times of fel-
lowship with that group during com-
pletion of the church's addition. • 
The Orchard Creek congregation, 
St. Catharines, Ont., began the 50-
Day Adventure "Facing Down Our 
Fears" on Feb. 12. • The group Free 
in Christ gave a music service Feb. 
12 for the Port Colborne, Ont., 
congregation. 
Members Art Duerksen and 
Steve Guyler of the Ridgemount 
church, Hamilton, Ont., recently 
were in Haiti helping construct a 
school. The River Brethren sang 
Feb. 26. • The library of the Sherk-
ston, Ont., church is sponsoring an 
adult reading contest. Bring-a-friend 
bowling was Feb. 18. • The Spring-
vale, Ont., congregation recently 
gave a money tree and reception to 
Charlie and Leone Byer, on their 
way to Navajo Mission. Pastor Sil-
vestro is undergoing cancer treat-
ments. • On Feb. 1 1 the West-
heights congregation, Kitchener, 
Ont., had family skating and a 
potluck meal. 
Central Conference 
The Amherst church, Massillon, 
Ohio, took an offering Mar. 5 for the 
cost of construction materials in 
Nicaragua. • The Ashland. Ohio, 
congregation had a farewell dinner 
and program honoring Barbara 
Stansfield, who left Jan. 17 to be a 
tutor for MKs in Zambia. • Twenty-
one persons from the Christian 
Union congregation, Garrett, Ind., 
attended the Feb. 17-19 Central 
Conference family retreat at the 
Holidome in Sandusky, Ohio. • The 
Fairview church, Englewood, Ohio, 
welcomed eight persons into mem-
bership on Feb. 26. Esther Lenhert 







June 4, 1995 
3:00 p .m. 
Curt Byers will preach. 
Ron Long will lead 
singing. 
For more information, contact 
Isaiah B. Harley, 
561 Messiah Village, 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
The Historical Society of the 
Brethren in Christ Church 
announces the release and autographing 
of 
For Christ and the Church 
A biography of Alvin C. Burkholder 
by Frances L. Harmon 
Sunday, April 23,1995—3:00 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall of the 
Upland (Calif.) Brethren in Christ Church 
Alvin Burkholder has served the 
Lord as Brethren in Christ pastor, 
evangelist, bishop, s tewardship 




Nepal. • On Feb. 5 the Lakeview 
church, Goodrich, Mich., hosted the 
45-piece Flint Citadel Salvation 
Army Band. 
The youth of the Nappanee, 
Ind., church participated in the Feb. 
24-25 World Vision 30-Hour 
Famine for World Hunger. The 
weekend included a visit to a soup 
kitchen. • Kathi Ellicott spoke to 
more than 50 attenders of the Feb. 
10 Valentine banquet of the Morri-
son, 111., church. • A special service 
Feb. 19 at the Northgate church, 
Tipp City, Ohio, concluded the 
teens' study of "True Love Waits." • 
"Wholeheartedness" was a recent 
Bible study compiled by member 
Tim Michaels of the Peace Chapel 
church, Ravenna, Ohio. 
Feb. 12 was community film 
night at the Pleasant Hill. Ohio, 
church with the Dennis Byrd story, 
"Rise and Walk." • The board of the 
Sippo Valley church, Massillon, 
Ohio, met Feb. 26 with Bishop 
Byers. • Henry Ginder spoke Feb. 5 
to the Union Grove congregation, 
New Paris, Ind. • The Chapel Belles 
of the Valley Chapel church, Can-
ton, Ohio, recently heard a speaker 
from Abstinence The Better Choice, 
Inc., a group that takes classes into 
the public schools. 
Midwest Conference 
On Feb. 18 the men of the Abi-
lene, Kan., church hosted a spaghet-
ti supper. A film on Martin Luther 
was shown Mar. 14. • The Bethany 
church, Thomas, Okla., hosted 
revival services with Arthur Cli-
menhaga the week of Feb. 12. • Pro-
ceeds from the Feb. 11 "hearts of 
love" spaghetti supper at the Mound 
Park church, Dallas Center, Iowa, 
went for the Rainbow Connection 
summer camp fund. • Longtime 
members Millard and Florence 
Hostetter of the Rosebank congre-
gation, Hope, Kan., were honored 
Feb. 5 with a distinguished service 
plaque and words of appreciation. • 
The Zion church, Abilene, filled a 
penny jar for the Apr. 7-8 MCC 
Relief Sale. 
Pacific Conference 
The Chino. Calif. , church 
enjoyed a concert in February by 
One Accord and Pryzm from Penin-
sula Bible Church. The group was 
led by Ross Lehman. • An Adven-
ture Club for upper elementary con-
tinues to meet on Monday evenings 
under the guidance of the Pacific 
Highway church, Salem, Ore. The 
book of Ephesians was the subject of 
a recent sermon series. • The 
Upland. Calif., church had a con-
cert Mar. 12 by Jubilant Song of 
Azusa Pacific University. • On Feb. 
6-8 a class on public access cable 
TV helped the. Walnut, Calif., 
church investigate starting a pro-
gram of their own. 
Southeast Conference 
On Feb. 19 the Winchester, Va., 
congregation had a bring-a-friend 
lasagna dinner. 
Susquehanna Conference 
The regional Board for Congre-
gational Life planned a Celebration 
of Worship for Mar. 5 at the 
Carlisle, Pa., church. • The Golden 
Agers of the Cedar Grove congre-
gation, Mifflintown, Pa., enjoyed a 
meal and a video about New Guinea 
on Feb. 4. The 50-Day Adventure 
began on Feb. 26. • Games and 
music by Pastor Thornton and Eric 
Royer were the highlights of the 
February sweetheart banquet of the 
Cedar Heights church. Mill Hall, 
Pa. • The Dillsburg, Pa., church 
began meeting at St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church while their facilities are ren-
ovated and enlarged. 
The Fairview congregation, 
Reesers Summit, Pa., had a Walk for 
Life pizza/skating party on Feb. 6. 
Henry Ginder spoke Feb. 26. • The 
Grantham, Pa., church hosted a 
spiritual warfare conference Mar. 4 
with Mark Bubeck. • A teacher 
trainer from D.C. Cook gave a work-
shop Mar. 8 for the Hanover, Pa., 
church. • The Jemison Valley 
church, Westfield, Pa., recently had 
a display in the library of past photos 
and a "name them" activity. • The 
Marsh Creek congregation, 
Howard, Pa., urged 1950s attire for 
the Feb. 18 "sock-hoppin' good 
time" sweetheart banquet. 
Lane Hostetter offered wills 
counseling Feb. 24-25 for the Me-
chanicsburg. Pa., church. Dwayne 
Potteiger was speaker for meetings 
Mar. 19-22. • Rod Sawatsky and 
Luke Keefer Jr. are Holy Week 
speaker choices for the Messiah Vil-
lage congregation, Mechanicsburg. 
• Marti Byers spoke at the Feb. 11 
banquet of the Redland Valley 
church, York Haven, Pa. • On Feb. 
19 Dana and Judy Crider shared 
about their work in India with the 
Roseglen congregation, Duncannon, 
Pa. A spiritual life emphasis day 
with Woody Dalton was Feb. 26. • 
On Jan. 29 Ernest and Evelyn Dohn-
er were installed as deacon couple 
for the Wesley congregation, Boil-
ing Springs, Pa. Phyllis Engle spoke 
on her work in Africa. 
the Qzfounlainhead of 
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Christian Holiness Association 
127th Annual International Convention 
April 18-20,1995 
Portland, Oregon 
Major Convention Speakers: 
John Oswalt, Thomas Oden, John Byers, 
Gordon Wetmore, William Coker, Irv Brendlinger 
Douglas Carter 
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The Red Lion/Jantzen Beach 
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Portland, OR 97217 
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For Registration Information Contact: 
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Vacation Bible School 




The Asia Resource Box equips VHS teachers 
with powerful lessons about peace. Tells how 
war disrupted life 
in Laos, how people continue to die and how 
children can work for peace by raising funds for 
MCC's Laos bombie removal project. 
Includes Letter from Laos/Taste of Thailand 
videos, a 4-day curriculum with bulletin board 
i d e a s a n d 
show-and-tell items. Contact an MCC office for 
free loan. 
Your VBS contributions are n e e d e d for this 
million dollar project. 




Anderson: Kyle Dean, Feb. 3; 
Rod and Tammy (Rohrer) Ander-
son. Rosebank congregation, Kan. 
Armstrong: Steven Daniel, Feb. 
18; Daniel and Sandra (Schick) 
Armstrong. Manor congregation. Pa. 
Blad: Troy Gregory, Jan. 19; 
Gary and Sandy Blad, Westheights 
congregation, Ont. 
Climenhaga: Seth Michael, 
August 14, 1994; Michael and Lana 
(Main) Climenhaga. 
Coleshill: Roy Edward, Dec. 29, 
1994; Stan and Tina Coleshill, Heise 
Hill congregation, Ont. 
Heisey: Andrew David, Feb. 9; 
Duane and Darlene Heisey, Cross 
Roads congregation. Pa. 
Hostetler: Logan Jay, Jan. 19; 
Jay and Marquita Hostetler, Amherst 
congregation, Ohio. 
Longsderff: Kristen Nicole, 
Feb. 6; David and Brenda (Longe-
necker) Longsderff, Manor congre-
gation, Pa. 
Ober: Brittany Nicole, Feb. 18; 
Dean and Deborah (Shaub) Ober, 
Manor congregation, Pa. 
Plum: Caleb Joshua, Feb. 11; 
Mike and Bev Plum, Chambersburg 
congregation, Pa. 
Ramer: Shawn Michael, Feb. 
11; Bob and Nancy (Bard) Ramer, 
Chambersburg congregation, Pa. 
Seebach: Amber Hope, Feb. 2; 
Robert and Karrie (Baker) Seebach, 
Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Patrick - Warden: Katherine 
Elizabeth, Feb. 11; Kenneth Patrick 
and Stephanie Warden, Northgate 
Fellowship, Ohio. 
Wolgemuth: Rodney Glen, Feb. 
12; Rudy and Reba Wolgemuth, 
Cross Roads congregation. Pa. 
Weddings 
Eberly - Baer: Brooke Nichole, 
daughter of David and Linda Baer, 
Greencastle, Pa., and Ryan L., son of 
Ronald and Nancy Eberly, Green-
castle, Jan. 7, at Cedar Grove Men-
nonite Church with Rev. Wilbur 
Besecker officiating. 
Hess - Burke: Michel Lea 
Burke, daughter of Mrs. Lynda 
Cochrane, Bryn Mawr, Pa., and 
Edward Howard, son of Glenn and 
Barbara Hess, Lebanon, Pa., Feb. 11, 
at Fairland Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Ronald Slabaugh 
officiating. 
Oldham - Roland: Lisa May, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William 
L. Roland, James Creek, Pa., and 
David Charles, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles H. Oldham, Martinsburg, 
Pa., Feb. 11, at Martinsburg Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. Earl 
Herr officiating. 
Sechrist - Puchalsky: Lisa 
Schrag Puchalsky, daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. Martin Schrag, Grantham, 
Pa., and Kenneth Sechrist, Feb. 18, 
at the groom's home in Wellsville, 
Pa., with Rev. Mary Jane Davis offi-
ciating. 
Obituaries 
Bence: Viola M. Bence, born 
Feb. 6, 1909, daughter of Roy E. and 
Sarah Hinton Mickel, died Feb. 8. 
Her husband, John D. Bence; 4 
grandchildren; a great-grandchild; 
and an infant brother preceded her in 
death. Surviving are 4 daughters, 
Mae B. Emerick, Jane S. Faulkner, 
Ada L. Brough; and Doris K. Clark; 
2 sons, Roy and W. Dale; 14 grand-
children; 21 great-grandchildren; 
and 2 sisters, Virginia McCreary and 
Mae Dull. Viola was active in the 
Ladies Aid of the Springhope con-
gregation, Pa., the Retired Volunteer 
Program and the Bedford Senior Cit-
izens. She had been an avid traveler. 
The funeral was held at the church 
with Rev. Kenneth Mackie officiat-
ing. Interment was in Schellsburg 
Cemetery. 
Bowman: Emma E. Bowman, 
born Dec. 18, 1926, daughter of 
William and Anna Mae Gerlach 
Farver, died Feb. 3. Her husband, 
John Bowman, died in 1990. Sur-
viving are three sons, Ralph, John 
Jr., and William; three daughters, 
Anna Mae Bowman, Betty Stahl, 
and Mary Lauver; three sisters; and 
six grandchildren. Emma was a 
member of the Maytown congrega-
tion, Pa. The service was held at the 
Frank Miller Funeral Home with 
Rev. Don Price and Rev. Richard 
Frank officiating. Interment was in 
West Greentree Cemetery. 
Brubaker: Lila F. (Book) Bru-
baker, born Nov. 29, 1918, daughter 
of Earl and Nettie Book of Thomas, 
Okla., died Nov. 4, 1994. Surviving 
are her husband, Benjamin F. Bru-
baker; a son, William; a daughter, 
Nancy Angeletti; three grandchil-
dren; and a sister, Alma Crider. A 
teacher prior to her 1971 marriage, 
Lila taught at Jabbok Bible School, 
Thomas, Okla. For two years she 
was secretary to the president of 
Messiah College, then taught sever-
al years in the public schools in 
Ontario, Calif. At the time of her 
marriage, she transferred member-
ship to the Ashland (Ohio) Church 
of the Nazarene, where the funeral 
service was held with Rev. Ivan 
E.V. Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
April 1, 1895 issue—"The Brethren in Christ have 
arranged to meet in the Brethren house of worship on Mar-
ble street, Mechanicsburg, Pa„ on April 15 to consider the 
project of securing a home for the poor. Those favorable to 
the project think Harrisburg, Pa., the most suitable place, it 
being easy of access and centrally located, as well as being 
capital of the state.... There are as we know members of 
wealth among our people who could, and we believe would, 
contribute to this purpose...." 
75 Years Ago 
April 5, 1920 issue—V. L. Stump, editorializing about 
the dangers of the "Inter-Church World Movement": "We 
are well aware that when one takes the position these days 
of a defender of old time truth and power and does not read-
ily fall in with every Pied Piper who happens to be piping a 
strain of "Modernism," "Higher Criticism," "Federation" 
and even "Spiritism," he is considered prejudiced, narrow, 
sectarian, unlearned, and in short so far behind the times that 
he is hardly worth consideration, and wouldn't be, were it 
not for the thorn which he incidentally thrusts in the sides of 
the enemies of Christ and a clean, pure gospel, with his fre-
quent and definite testimony to the fact that Jesus Christ is 
still able to save unto the uttermost all them that come unto 
God by Him and that real salvation still puts the shout of vic-
tory, and the halo of glory in the camp of the saints." 
50 Years Ago 
April 9, 1945—Jesse W. Hoover, writing about religious 
"swindlers, frauds, and racketeers": "There are always peo-
ple whose sympathies overrule common sense.... Instead of 
being good stewards of the talents entrusted to them, they 
waste their Lord's substance by lavishly squandering it on 
religious freelancers and racketeers. Unfortunately, the Breth-
ren in Christ are not free from this tendency to throw their 
money into the lap of irresponsible, sensational unknown 
persons who, more often than not, turn out to be frauds." 
25 Years Ago 
April 25, 1970 issue—In "Dare We Be Evangelical," 
Ronald J. Sider writes, "the Bible condemns both personal 
evil and social evil. In one breath Amos condemns both 
sexual immorality and mistreatment of the poor by the 
wealthy (Amos 2:6-7; also Isaiah 5:8-12).... Voting for a 
racist is just as sinful as sleeping with your neighbor's wife." 
10 Years Ago 
April 1985 issue—In "Adult Sunday School: A Place to 
Grow," Harriet Bicksler writes, "In recent years, [Sunday 
school] probably had the most significant effect on me...of 
any congregational ministry.... I have learned about the 
Bible, about other people, about contemporary issues; I 
have been challenged to apply scriptural truth to my life and 
consider my responsibility as a Christian in the world; I 
have experienced closeness and fellowship with like-mind-
ed Christians. In short, I have been encouraged to grow as a 
Christian in three major areas: knowledge, discipleship, and 
community." 
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gifts of God, 
prepares him-
self to receive 
the spiritual 
treasures also. 
Nothing offers so practical a test of 
our love for Christ and for others as does 
our attitude to money and possessions. 
Nor does anything so test our claim to be 
delivered from this present evil world. The 
attitude of the unconverted person to 
money is too widespread to be other than 
well-known. 
—The world asks how much we own; 
Christ asks how we use it. 
—The world thinks more of getting; 
Christ thinks more of giving. 
—The world asks what we give; 
Christ asks how we give; the for-
mer thinks of the amount, the latter 
of the motive. 
—Men ask how much we give, the 
Bible how much we keep. 
To the unconverted, money is a means 
of gratification; to the converted, a means 
of grace: to the one an opportunity of com-
fort, to the other an opportunity of conse-
cration. 
The Christian must think differently 
from the person of the world on many 
problems, but especially on the problem of 
money. We may not take part in worldli-
ness as expressed in certain forms of plea-
sure, and yet be very indulgent in the use 
we make of that which God sends us in the 
form of possessions. 
A Christianity which is not large-
hearted and liberal is not of the apostolic 
kind. Failure to give adequately may easi-
ly involve spiritual loss, while a right ful-
fillment of the responsibilities of steward-
ship will almost certainly bring spiritual 
gain, or, at any rate, will save us from 
numerous spiritual perils. The New Testa-
ment is full of warnings regarding the dan-
ger and hindrance of too many posses-
sions. 
Matthew 6:19-21—"Do not store up 
for yourselves treasures on 
earth...but store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven. . .for where 
your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also." 
Mark 4:19—"The worries of this life, 
and the deceitfulness of wealth, 
and the desires for other things 
come in and choke the word...." 
Luke 16:13—"You cannot serve both 
God and Money." 
1 Timothy 6:10—"For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of 
evil." 
Money, in its various forms, is a real 
responsibility. The more of it that comes 
to us, the greater our responsibility. Luke 
12:48—"From everyone who has been 
given much, much will be demanded, and 
from the one who has been entrusted with 
much, much more will be asked." As 
Christians we must cultivate the Christian 
attitude to material possessions. We 
should not be aspirants to wealth which 
may easily be our undoing. Rather should 
we seek to use aright that which God may 
give us, trusting him to send more if the 
need be greater or if he judges us suffi-
ciently faithful to be trusted with more. 
Many can bear the test of poverty. 
Not all can resist the temptations of plenty. 
The primary benefits of our faithful-
ness in stewardship are spiritual. This 
does not mean that we shall not receive 
any reward until we enter heaven. True, 
the fullness of the blessing will be experi-
enced only then, but there are promises 
which refer undoubtedly to our experience 
here and now as well as those which 
describe the rewarding in heaven of those 
who are faithful in this life. 
Malachi 3:10—"Bring the whole tithe 
into the storehouse...I will...pour 
out so much blessing that you will 
not have room enough for it." 
Luke 18:22—"...give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven." 
Luke 16:9—"I tell you, use worldly 
wealth to gain friends for your-
selves, so that when it is gone, you 
will be welcomed into eternal 
dwellings." 
The Bible teaches that our faithfulness 
in material things is intimately bound up 
with our stewardship of spiritual things. 
The person who handles with reverent care 
the material gifts of God, prepares himself 
to receive the spiritual treasures also. The 
promise quoted above from Malachi 
shows that although the gifts we bring are 
material (tithes), the gifts God pours down 
are spiritual (a blessing). 
Faithful giving is a discipline which 
in itself promotes healthy spiritual growth. 
Contrary as it may seem to all principles 
of worldly wisdom, it is more blessed to 
give than to receive. 
Adapted from "The Stewardship of 
Money" by F. Mitchell (Inter-Varsity Press). 
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Beatty and Dr. Arthur M. Climen-
haga officiating. Interment was in 
the Chestnut Grove Cemetery. 
Freed: Mary L. Freed, born 
Aug. 21, 1903, daughter of Henry 
F. and Jennie K. Landis Rosenberg-
er, died Jan. 31. Preceding her in 
death was her husband, Harry Freed. 
Surviving are three sisters, Katie 
Rosenberger, Ida Flewelling, and 
Elizabeth Gilmore; and two step-
brothers, Isaiah B. Harley and Paul 
Harley. Mary was a homemaker and 
assistant cook. She had resided at 
Messiah Village since 1986. Her 
membership was at the Souderton, 
Pa., church where the funeral was 
held with Rev. Kevin Ryan and Rev. 
J. Robert Lehman officiating. Inter-
ment was in St. John's Lutheran 
Cemetery. 
Grove: George E. Grove, born 
May 15, 1923, son of George E. and 
Ruth Bender Grove, died Jan. 15. 
Surviving are his wife, Audrey L. 
(Summers); a daughter, Linda Gipe; 
a son, James W.; two grandchildren; 
and two brothers, Harry and Wayne. 
He was an army veteran of World 
War II, and mechanic for 22 years at 
Valley Transit Mix. Later he owned 
his own piano tuning and repair 
company. He attended the Cham-
bersburg. Pa., church where the 
memorial service was held with Rev. 
Stuart Kelly officiating. 
Haines: E. Mae Haines, born 
Apr. 29, 1905, daughter of James A. 
and Mahala A. Rentfrow Gonder-
man, died Feb. 17. Preceding her in 
death were her husband, Laural E. 
Haines; and two daughters, Judy 
Richmond and Maxine Sensibaugh. 
Surviving are a son, Robert; 3 
daughters, Laurine Waldbeser, June 
Slabaugh, and Ruth Hochstetler; 20 
grandchildren; 22 great-grandchil-
dren; and a great-great-granddaugh-
ter. Mae had been a member of the 
Nappanee, Ind., church since 1938. 
The funeral was held at the church 
with Rev. Glenn A. Ginder officiat-
ing. Interment was in South Union 
Cemetery. 
Haldenian: Millard Haldeman, 
born Aug. 19, 1912, in Quinter, 
Kan., son of John and Florence 
Haldeman, died 
Feb. 9. Preced-
ing him in death 
were his wife, 
Geneva Jamison; 
and a sister, Beu-
iah Fiscel; and a 
great-grandson. 
Surviving are his 
wife, Minnie; 2 
sons, Galen and Marvin; 7 grand-
children; 18 great-grandchildren; 
and a sister, Lois Peterson. He lived 
in Dallas Center, Iowa, since 1960. 
He entered the ministry in 1942, and 
served as pastor at Mound Park for 
seven years. Millard and Minnie 
served a short-term mission appoint-
ment to Denmark in 1966. He was a 
member of the Oak Park church, 
Des Moines. The funeral was held at 
Mound Park with Rev. Ed Ashby 
and Rev. Ken Abell officiating. 
Interment was in the Brethren Cem-
etery. 
Tribute 
Millard S. Haldeman, a choice 
servant of God, was ordained to the 
Christian ministry in 1942 and affil-
iated with the Brethren in Christ in 
1969. He served as pastor of the 
Mound Park Brethren in Christ 
Church, Dallas Center, Iowa, for 
seven years (1970-77) and occa-
sionally as interim pastor of the 
same congregation. In recent years 
he had a fulfilling ministry at nurs-
ing homes in the Dallas Center area. 
Millard Haldeman's ministry 
was characterized by a gentle spirit 
and an earnest desire to serve with 
integrity and faithfulness. He carried 
a concern for the spiritual welfare of 
those he served and loved. 
We give thanks to God for the 
life and ministry of our brother Mil-
lard, and find consolation in the 
knowledge that there was for him a 
rich welcome into the eternal king-
dom of his Lord. 
John A. Brubaker, Bishop 
Midwest Conference 
Hess: Mark S. Hess, born Dec. 
8, 1918, son of Abram M. and Annie 
Sangrey Hess, died Jan. 24. Preced-
ing him in death was a sister, Mary 
Hoke; and a brother, John. Surviving 
are his wife, Helen (Denlinger); a 
son, Karl M.; a daughter, Linda 
Pickwell; three grandsons; a step-
granddaughter; and three sisters, 
Suie Wissler, Edna Hess, and Lois S. 
Hess. Mark was a member of the 
Brethren in Christ Church for 63 
years in Pequea and Palmyra. He 
served on the Board for World Mis-
sions, the Jacob Engle Foundation, 
and the Board of Trustees of Messi-
ah College. He was active in Bible 
quizzing on the congregational, 
regional, and General Conference 
levels. He was affiliated with Penn-
sylvania Farm Bureau and Agway 
for 43 years. For more than 50 years 
he was involved with the operation 
of his family's farm, in the family 
since 1754. The funeral was held at 
the Pequea church, Pa., with Rev. 
Roy J. Peterman and Rev. Gerald N. 
Wingert officiating. Interment was 
in the church cemetery. 
Jones: Meryl Christine Jones, 
born Jan. 11, 1984, daughter of 
William and Sheila Book Jones, died 
Jan. 31. Surviving with her parents 
are a sister, Lindsey; a brother, 
Andrew; maternal grandparents, 
Alvin and Thata Book; paternal 
grandmother, Margaret Jones; an 
aunt, Priscilla Simmons; two uncles, 
Curtis and Christopher; and seven 
first cousins. The funeral was held in 
the Christian Missionary Alliance 
Church, York, Pa., where the family 
attends. 
Leatherman: Anna Leatherman, 
born Jan. 17, 1909, daughter of 
Daniel S. and Esther Detweiler 
Leatherman, died Feb. 16. Preceding 
her in death were 10 brothers and 
sisters. Dr. Leatherman received 
undergraduate degrees from Eastern 
Mennonite College and Goshen Col-
lege. Her Masters Degree was from 
Cornell University and her Doctor-
ate from the University of Ten-
nessee. She had taught at various 
institutions of higher learning for 27 
years, including Upland College for 
15 years. Services were held at the 
Sunnyslope Mennonite Church 
where she was a member with Rev. 
Dennis Stauffer and Rev. Ray Keim 
officiating. Interment was in the 
Resthaven Park Cemetery. 
Nigh: Howard Alexander Nigh, 
born in Springvale, Ont., on Jan. 18, 
1943, died Jan. 18. Howard was a 
son of Paul A. and Lucie Cronk 
Nigh. Preceding him in death were 
his father, and two brothers, Walter 
and Wray. Surviving are his wife, 
Elinor (Wallis); his children, Chris-
tine Best, Heather, Lindsay, and 
Howard Jr.; two grandchildren; his 
mother; a sister. Norma Sherk; and 
brothers, Arnold, David, Melvin, 
and Robert. Howard was a member 
of the Springvale, Ont., church. The 
funeral was held at the Simcoe 
Gospel Chapel with Rev. Mike Ston-
er and Rev. Robert Daley officiat-
ing. Interment was in the church 
cemetery. 
Saltzman: Velma Hoover Saltz-
man, born June 18, 1915, daughter 
of Harry and Sarah Hoover, in Dick-
inson County, Kan., died Feb. 6. Her 
husband, Irvin Saltzman, preceded 
her in death. Surviving are a sister, 
Mildred Markley; two nephews; and 
three nieces. Velma attended the 
Bethel congregation, Kan., as a 
teenager, then joined the Abilene 
church. She moved to Upland in 
1938, and to La Cresenta in 1943. 
Services were held at the Bellevue 
Mausoleum with Rev. Alvin C. 
Burkholder officiating. 
Smith: Winifred Smith, born 
Sept. 20, 1920, in London, England, 
died Feb. 6. Surviving are her hus-
band. Lee Smith; four daughters; 
and two grandchildren. She and her 
husband served as pastoral couple 
of the Maple Grove Brethren in 
Christ Church, Mich. Officiating at 
the funeral were Salvation Army 
Major Henry Brodsick and Bishop 
John A. Byers. 
Wingert: Catherine S. Wingert, 
born Nov. 14, 1911, daughter of 
Harvey and Mary Brechbill Sollen-
berger, died Feb. 20. Preceding her 
in death were her husband. Merle L. 
Wingert; and a sister. Surviving are 
two daughers, Janet W. Kirkpatrick 
and Fern G. Shoop; a son, Ray E.; 
six grandchildren; three great-grand-
children; and a sister, Mary Grace 
Burkholder. Catherine was part of 
the Senior Women's Bible Class and 
the sewing circle of the Chambers-
burg, Pa., church where she held 
membership. The funeral service 
was at the Thomas L. Geisel Funer-
al Home with Rev. Kevin Witter and 
Chaplain Alvin C. Kanagy officiat-
ing. Interment was in the Air Hill 
cemetery. 
Wolgemuth: Elizabeth M. Wol-
gemuth, born Feb. 22, 1906, daugh-
ter of Abner H. and Frances Zercher 
Martin, died Jan. 29. Her husband, 
Jacob Wolgemuth, preceded her in 
death. Surviving are 3 daughters, 
Mildred J. Goretzke, Helen M. 
Stump, and Esther W. Stauffer; a 
son, Lester M.; 9 grandchildren; 11 
great-grandchildren; and a brother, 
John Z. Martin. Elizabeth was a 
homemaker, and the oldest member 
of the Conoy church. Pa., where she 
had been a member of the Mission-
ary Sewing Circle and superinten-
dent of the nursery. She resided at 
Messiah Village since December 
1994. The funeral was held at the 
Conoy church with Rev. Marlin 
Ressler officiating. Interment was in 
the church cemetery. 
Obituary Corrections: Omitted 
from the list of surviving children 
of Myrtle Mary Marr (February 
1995): Doug. Also, the tribute to 
John Rosenberry (March 1995) 
incorrectly spoke of his ministry of 
tent-making revivals; the correct 
term was tent-meeting revivals. 
Coming 
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Giving soars, but 
media-driven dollars 
raise questions for MCC 
by Paul Schrag 
Record-breaking income and a 75th 
anniversary might seem reason enough 
for a lot of self-congratulation. 
But that 's not Mennonite Central 
Committee's style, as shown in its annu-
al meeting Feb. 17-18 at Bethany Men-
nonite Brethren Church, Fresno, Calif. 
Instead, MCC board members focused 
their attention more on an inevitable real-
ity of the work MCC does: Future chal-
lenges loom larger than past successes. 
"I feel uncomfortable saying we had a 
good year because of Rwanda," said 
board member Melvin Thomas of Lan-
caster, Pa. 
"There are incredible needs around the 
world that are not going to generate the 
response that Rwanda is getting, and I 
beg that we not forget that." 
Rwanda's refugee crisis did make 
1994 an extraordinary year for MCC. 
Contributions had been lagging until the 
plight of Rwandan refugees captured the 
world's attention. 
Then a potentially lean year turned 
into a record-breaker. With $ 1.6 million 
of contributions for Rwanda, MCC 
income soared to $38.8 million. Material 
aid shipments were the largest since 
World War II. 
Not expecting to duplicate that, the 
board approved a 1995 budget of $37.7 
million. The budget is based on projected 
contributions of $15.4 million, 10 per-
cent less than the $17 million received in 
1994. 
While grateful for the constituency's 
generous response to the needs of Rwan-
dans, board members and staff were con-
cerned that giving for relief is increas-
ingly influenced by secular media cover-
age. 
"Significant budget growth depends 
less on our activities than on other events, 
largely media-driven," said Berry 
Friesen, director of administration and 
finances. 
The irony is that most of MCC's 
unique projects, which work at the root 
MCC at 75: 
People make 
the difference 
by Paul Schrag 
On its 75th anniversary, here's one 
thing Mennonite Central Committee 
says about itself: "People, more than 
dollars, are the church's best resource." 
That statement, from an anniversary 
booklet, explains a key reason why 
MCC succeeds not only in feeding the 
hungry but also in uniting diverse Men-
nonites and Brethren in Christ behind a 
common goal. 
We don't just write checks to MCC. 
We build houses. We stitch quilts. We 
can meat. We stand in the rain to direct 
traffic at our local relief sale. We have, 
to use a popular churchy word, "owner-
ship" of MCC. We feel a part of it. 
If we haven't done a term of MCC 
service ourselves, we probably know 
someone who has. In a recent survey by 
MCC, 82 percent of the respondents 
have a friend who has served or is serv-
ing with the agency. 
If the essence of MCC is people, no 
individual is more essential than Peter 
Dyck. He never tires of telling how his 
father wrote in his journal in 1920 that 
"little Peter won't be with us much 
longer." That was during the Russian 
civil war. Mennonites were starving. 
MCC's first relief project saved Dyck's 
life. He went on to a career of MCC ser-
vice. 
Speaking at the MCC annual meeting 
Feb. 17-18 in Fresno, Calif., Dyck, now 
80, said: "I cannot think of anything 
more wonderful than the realization that 
God is still at work, and he is using us to 
build the kingdom. We are his feet, his 
hands, his voice." 
He explained his view of the motiva-
tion for MCC's mission to help the 
needy around the world. "Ultimately, 
we don't do it just because of the poor," 
he said. We do it because of God.... We 
do it because God has made us new peo-
ple." 
Still, MCC is not immune to criti-
cism. Most often that criticism centers 
on the charge that MCC is not evange-
listic enough, that its workers don't try 
to win souls for Christ. 
The MCC board discussed that ques-
tion at its annual meeting. John A. Lapp, 
MCC executive secretary, said MCC 
workers' deeds are a witness in them-
selves. He cited a saying by St. Francis 
of Assisi: "Preach the gospel at all 
times. If necessary, use words." Lapp 
said: "We believe everything we do 
bears witness to Christ and God's love." 
Board member C. Norman Kraus 
said he thought that answer didn't ad-
dress the question exactly. The question, 
he said, is "are our people willing to lead 
people to Christ?... Our answers don't 
really deal with that." 
MCC cannot claim perfection, but it 
can claim remarkable constituency sup-
port. In the survey mentioned earlier, 
covering all MCC constituency groups, 
86 percent said they considered them-
selves MCC supporters. 
The most common reasons for that 
support were a sense of trust in MCC's 
stewardship of donated funds and the 
feeling that "MCC reflects my personal 
faith, values and beliefs." 
MCC was established in 1920 on the 
belief that it is not God's will that any-
one should go hungry. Seventy-five 
years later, Mennonites and Brethren in 
Christ still believe that. We believe 
Jesus' words that "whatever you did for 
the least of these, you did for me." 
We believe God's salvation came to 
us in the form of a person, Jesus Christ. 
As a result of that example, we believe 
the best way for us to show God's love 
to others is also through people. That's 
the MCC way. 
Paul Schrag is managing editor of Men-
nonite Weekly Review. A Meetinghouse arti-
cle. 
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$20,000 TO BRETHREN IN CHRIST CONGREGATIONS 
MMA supports Brethren in 
Christ mutual aid efforts 
causes of human suffering, occur outside 
the media spotlight. 
For example, MCC peacemaking 
efforts in Somalia bore fruit after Soma-
lia faded from public awareness. Recon-
ciliation work in Rwanda began to bring 
Hutus and Tutsis together this winter. 
Board members agreed that MCC has 
a role to play in emergency relief, even 
though long-term development is its 
greater strength. 
"We don't need to respond in the 
mainstream way," said Karen Klassen 
Harder, General Conference Mennonite 
Church representative from North New-
ton, Kan. "We can be creative." 
This annual meeting marked MCC's 
75th anniversary year. Longtime MCC 
worker Peter Dyck—whose life was 
saved by MCC's first relief project in 
1920—spoke at the meeting's public pro-
gram at Fresno Pacific College. 
He challenged the audience to live in 
the "as i f ' mode—as if the kingdom of 
God had already come. 
"Some will say it is unrealistic or 
crazy," he said. "It'll get you into trou-
ble.... It can get you killed. [MCC's 
founders] were already then in the 'as if' 
mode. The workers today are doing it 
because they are in the 'as if mode. 
"Keep on passing it on. Tell it to the 
children." —A Meetinghouse article • 
Ontario thrift shops 
form council 
Representatives from Ontario's 13 
MCC thrift shops met for the first time 
ever to create the MCC Ontario Thrift 
Shop Council. 
At the February 4 meeting in Kitchen-
er, Betty Penner of St. Catharines was 
chosen as first chair of the council, which 
will meet four times this year. 
According to MCC Ontario Thrift 
Shop Coordinator Irene Steiner, the pur-
pose of the council is to "work together to 
promote the work of the shops and to 
help others to catch the vision for donat-
ing to, volunteering at, and buying from 
the shops." 
Of the 13 shops, 5 are combination 
shops which sell thrift items as well as 
SELFHELP Crafts. The first shop opened 
in 1974 in St. Catharines; the most recent 
addition is the Port Rowan Nifty Gift and 
Thrift Shop, which opened in 1990. 
Since 1974, thrift shops in Ontario 
have raised over $5 million for the work 
of MCC. Around 800 people volunteer 
time at the shops. • 
Mutual aid in Brethren in Christ 
churches benefited from more than 
$20,000 in fraternal benefits from Men-
nonite Mutual Aid during 1994. Most of 
this assistance came in the form of grants 
which matched funds raised in local con-
gregations to meet a wide variety of 
needs. 
The grants were part of $1,183,680 in 
MMA fraternal benefits distributed 
nationally in the Anabaptist community. 
Local congregations raised more than 
$1,090,879 to match grants from MMA. 
Most of the grants were distributed 
through Sharing Fund programs where 
MMA matched $1,083,973 nationally. 
Local Brethren in Christ congregations 
received $19,056 in Sharing Fund match-
ing grants. 
Sharing Fund grants are used to help 
meet needs for assistance in paying health 
insurance premiums, meeting unpaid 
medical expenses, adoption expenses, 
1995 Camp 
Freedom Report 
With the theme "Called Unto Holi-
ness" our 1995 camp convened Jan. 
25—Feb. 5. Inspiration was high, faith 
was enacted, and thereby God's power 
was seen and felt in the services. God's 
people returned home refreshed and 
determined to be all God wills for them 
and their lives. 
Our co-evangelists for the 1995 
camp were Rev. Wilbur Benner and Dr. 
Wingrove Taylor. Additional speakers 
included Rev. Kermit Farlow and C. B. 
Byers. Luke Keefer Sr. served as our 
Bible teacher. It was truly a spiritual 
feast in sitting under the ministry of 
each of these men as God used them in 
proclaiming the Word. 
Our song evangelists were Richard 
and Dawn Owen from New York. 
Additional features included the Hobe 
Sound Chapel Choir and the Penn View 
Praise Singers. Dennis and Joanna 
Ritchey gave leadership to the teen pro-
gram while Clara Ritchey provided 
children's services. 
burial expenses, and needs caused by an 
accident, disaster or disability. 
The Community Service Grant pro-
gram completed its second year in 1994 
and experienced the greatest increase in 
use. A total of $74,707 was distributed to 
138 congregations supporting 90 local 
community service projects, ranging from 
health clinics to housing for low-income 
families. 
Fraternal funds also supported schol-
arships for 20 students attending church-
related colleges and seminaries. 
MMA's fraternal benefits programs 
are available because part of MMA is 
classified as a tax-exempt fraternal bene-
fit association. Funds which would have 
to be used for taxes are instead used to 
provide special assistance programs with-
out increasing members' premiums. 
Additional funds come from individual 
contributions to the Sharing Fund pro-
grams. • 
Our missions programs had Fred and 
Grace Holland representing Brethren in 
Christ Missions. Bahamian missions 
were also represented by Frankie Scott 
and Jacob Adderlsy. Our missions giv-
ing totaled $2,708. 
Our average attendance for the camp 
was 135 for the morning and afternoon 
services, and 173 for the evening ser-
vices. We are thankful that our operat-
ing budget of $17,000 for this camp 
meeting was fully funded by the gener-
ous giving. Also, $8,700 was given for 
capital expenditures. 
Camp Freedom continues to look to 
the future in maintaining adequate facil-
ities for the camp. We plan to expand 
our rest room and shower facilities plus 
add laundry facilities in the coming 
year. 
Scheduled evangelists for the 1996 
camp meeting include Henry Landis 
and V. O. Agan. Phil and Kim Collings-
worth will serve as song evangelists. We 
invite you to come to sunny St. Peters-
burg Jan. 24—Feb. 4 and be a part of 
Camp Freedom. It serves as a spiritual 
oasis to revive the soul.—Submitted by 
Jesse Bawel, Secretary. 




Falcon Hall of Honor 
On Friday, March 24, friends and sup-
porters of Messiah College athletics gath-
ered at the Harrisburg Hotel for the Fal-
con Club's first honors banquet. Former 
NBA All-Star Bobby Jones was the guest 
speaker. Jones was a forward for the 
Philadelphia 76ers, and is currently the 
head basketball coach at Charlotte (N.C.) 
Christian School. He also serves on the 
national board of trustees for the Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes and speaks to 
youth groups on the Christian life and 
drug and alcohol abuse. 
After Jones' address, five former Mes-
siah athletes became the first to be induct-
ed in the Falcon Hall of Honor, two of 
which are Brethren in Christ: soccer 
MVP Jim Blouch '82, basketball Ail-
American Jodi Noble '84, basketball 
record-setter John Spurrier '69 (BIC), 
national champion wrestler Chuck Stone 
'77, and track and field star Lester Zook 
'82 (BIC). These individuals were nomi-
nated by alumni and friends of the college 
on the basis of their outstanding athletic 
ability and exemplary personal charac-
ter. Each inductee was awarded a plaque 
noting his or her contribution to Messiah 
athletics. A similar plaque will be dis-
played by the college in a designated pub-
lic location. 
EXODUS wilderness experience sponsored by Issachar's Loft. 
The Hall of Honor is a new program 
of the Falcon Club, a recently organized 
group of alumni and friends who support 
the college's athletic programs. Accord-
ing to athletic director Layton Shoemak-
er, "The Hall of Honor was designed to 
recognize those individuals who have 
made a significant contribution to Messi-
ah College athletics. Their outstanding 
accomplishments have brought honor and 
distinction to Messiah's highly reputable 
intercollegiate athletic program." 
Spring faculty lectures 
Messiah College recently announced 
the Spring Faculty Lectures on the Inau-
gural Theme. These lectures were 
inspired by last fall's inauguration of 
Messiah's seventh president, Rodney J. 
Sawatsky, and will be presented in Frey 
110 at 9:45 a.m. on the dates listed below. 
On Friday night, February 17, a group 
of students slept in cardboard boxes in 
front of Eisenhower Campus Center to 
raise funds for the college's chapter of 
Habitat for Humanity' s Spring Break 
service project and to increase commu-
nity awareness regarding homelessness. 
The funds raised from the sleepout go 
for a service project to South Carolina 
during the break. The chapter is cur-
rently going through a lengthy applica-
tion process to become fully sanctioned 
by Habitat for Humanity International. 
• April 4—"On the Necessity of Accom-
modation: War and Peace Between Chris-
tianity and Culture." Presenter: Ronald 
J. Burwell, Ph.D., assistant dean of the 
faculty and professor of sociology. 
• April 11—"Service as Scholarship." 
Presenter: John W. Eby, Ph.D., director 
of service-learning and professor of soci-
ology. 
• April 13—"Understanding Atone-
ment: A New and Orthodox Theory." 
Presenter: Robin A. Collins, Ph.D., assis-
tant professor of philosophy. 
• April 18—"Posting Modernism at 
Messiah." Presenter: Crystal L. Down-
ing, Ph.D., assistant professor of English. 
• April 20—"Community and Memo-
ry." Presenter: E. Morris Sider, Ph.D., 
professor of history and English litera-
ture; archivist. 
The lectures listed above were select-
ed from fourteen proposals received from 
campus faculty. 
Commencement speaker 
The 85th Annual Messiah College 
commencement will feature Donald H. 
Argue, newly-elected president of the 
National Association of Evangelicals. 
Previously, Dr. Argue was the president 
of North Central Bible College, Min-
neapolis, MN. 
An uncommon ministry 
Issachar's Loft has become a fixture at 
Messiah College. The Loft is the result of 
a vision of Doug Bradbury, a former res-
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idence hall director on staff with the 
Coalition for Christian Outreach. Doug 
wanted to minister to students outside of 
the residence hall context, giving them 
different types of experiences and a place 
to talk about those events. Over four 
years ago, conversations with Dr. Miriam 
Sailers, associate dean of students, and 
Eldon Fry, college chaplain, led to hous-
ing the project at the edge of campus near 
the woods in a retreat-like setting. 
Comment ing on the purpose of 
Issachar's Loft, Doug said, "We were 
looking at a way to raise questions and 
have students examine their world views, 
and still provide an experiential base." 
That base has included speakers, fellow-
ship meetings, accountability groups, ini-
tiative games, caving, wilderness camp-
ing, social-work projects, trips to Haiti, 
and more. As Doug explains, "The motto 
of the Loft is that a lot of times we have 
the experiences but miss the meaning." 
Technically, the Loft is a discipleship 
and leadership center and also home to 
Doug and his wife Shelly. The name of 
this Unique ministry is based on l Chron-
icles 12:32. The specific people of the 
tribe of Issachar had insight into what 
was happening in their culture and envi-
ronment. Others would seek direction 
from the people of Issachar because of 
their awareness of the times and their 
ability to faithfully respond to those 
times. For Messiah students at Issachar's 
Loft, looking at the times involves dis-
cussions and activities surrounding cur-
rent issues, as well as various experi-
ences. 
One example of a Loft experience was 
EXODUS. Doug led a group of incoming 
freshmen in this Experiential Opportuni-
ties for Developing Unity and Success 
program, a pre-orientation trip. These 
new students attended a two-week wil-
derness experience to help prepare them 
for college. The intense time outdoors 
had a tremendous effect on students. 
Johnny Noonan, a senior behavioral 
science major at Messiah who has been 
involved with the Loft for four years, says 
that his life and Christian faith would 
have been quite different if the Loft didn't 
exist. "I wouldn't have been asked the 
tough questions that require you to pursue 
truth: how is what I'm studying relating 
to my faith? How does my Christianity 
come out in my studies and in my future 
career? Doug was the first person to ever 
tell me and really show me that when we 
say that Christ is Lord in all things, it 
means all things." 
(Adapted from an article in a Coalition 
for Christian Outreach publication by Linda 
Leon, a coalition staff worker and director of 
communications and recruitment for Messiah 
College's Philadelphia Campus.) 
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Readers J^espond 
First, a correction should be noted in 
the January "Dialogue" article by 
Samuel Brubaker. A line of his 
manuscript was omitted. The following 
is his intended wording, with the omitted 
portion underlined: "We got a chairman-
to-be of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee who is known for making rash 
statements. We got a chairman-to-be of 
the Health and Environment Subcommit-
tee (Bliley. R-Va) who vows to terminate 
the investigations of the tobacco industry. 
Now, to reader response to this Dia-
logue article: 
Re: Election evaluation... 
While I disagree sharply with the 
views expressed by Samuel Brubaker 
("Dialogue," January 1995 Visitor), I do 
not want this to be considered as a per-
sonal attack on him. 
I am definitely one of "America's con-
servative Christians who got what they 
wanted in politics in 1994." I never 
dreamed it could happen. I only wish that 
our state of Oregon could have shared 
more in political change. 
I spent a delightful day with the tele-
vision set watching the first day of the 
House of Representatives as shown on 
C-Span. 
I do not believe that the great changes 
brought about in November's election 
will make it "more difficult to be a true 
disciple of Jesus in the 21st century." 
Contributions invited for 
Dialogue and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers 
Respond (letters to the editor) are 
encouraged to be concise. Letters 
may be shortened. All letters must 
be signed. Occasionally we may 
decide to withhold names due to spe-
cial circumstances. 
Longer contributions are wel-
comed for Dialogue, a forum for 
readers to express their opinions on 
a broad range of topics relevant to 
the mission of the church and to liv-
ing the Christian life. 
Each article or letter represents 
the view of the writer, and does not 
necessarily reflect the official posi-
tion or policy of the Brethren in 
Christ Church or this periodical. 
26 
Could anything have made it more diffi-
cult for true discipleship than the bag-
gage brought in with the Clinton admin-
istration? 
The relaxation of regulation on weap-
ons does not necessarily mean an increase 
of violence and crime. Our area [was] 
shocked with three murders in the first 
14 days of the new year, but not one was 
done with a real weapon. Two women 
were choked to death and one man 
stabbed to death with a small knife. 
I cannot see the association between 
"right-wing politicians" and a "spirit of 
the times characterized by selfishness, 
materialism, individualism and rejection 
of holy living." Are "left-wing" politi-
cians and socialists free of this "spirit of 
the times"? 
Cracking down on some of the fraud 
in the welfare system should do little 
harm to those who really need it. I would 
recommend a very well balanced editori-
al in the Jan. 16 issue of U.S. News and 
World Report, entitled, "Fixing the Wel-
fare Mess." 
Black poverty fighter Bob Woodson 
says he broke with the civil rights move-
ment 25 years ago. He accuses "Black 
politicians, civil rights leaders and pover-
ty specialists for keeping blacks helpless, 
disempowered, at war with whites and 
each other." A recent article by black syn-
dicated columnist Dr. Walter Williams is 
entitled, "Bureaucratic Assistance Keeps 
Poor Unemployed." 
Can we correctly draw a line of dis-
tinction between "Christians who take 
Jesus seriously as Lord of their...and 
other Christians whose ethics are shaped 
primarily by right-wing politics." What is 
meant by this? Does one group believe in 
socialism and the other in capitalism? 
This deserves an explanation. 
Glenn F. Diller 
Grants Pass, Oregon 
P.S. I want to commend [the Visitor] 
for the articles about angels in the January 
issue. 
I just read "Election 1994: A victory 
for Christianity?" by Samuel M. Brubak-
er ("Dialogue," January 1995 Visitor). I 
found the article quite inappropriate for a 
denominational magazine. The kingdom 
of Christ is quite separate from the realm 
of politics. Politics has become increas-
ingly filled with rabid rhetoric that uses 
the media very effectively. A significant 
part of political communication is de-
signed to obfuscate real issues, foment 
divisiveness, create illusions of emergen-
cies, generate dependency, maintain 
power, and foster the illusion that one 
party is honest and pure while the other is 
just the opposite. Articles of this nature 
belong in newspapers, political journals, 
etc., not the Evangelical Visitor. 
It is difficult to respond to such a let-
ter without also being political myself. 
And, since my conviction is that the Evan-
gelical Visitor is not a forum for political 
debate, it would be inappropriate for me 
to do so. In essence, I recommend that 
Mr. Brubaker, or anyone wanting to get a 
good understanding of the different real-
ities of Christianity and politics, read 
Kingdoms in Conflict, by Charles Colson. 
Christianity neither won nor lost in the 
last election, the previous election, or any 
election. Christianity was not running in 
the election; regardless of what some 
politicians would like us to believe. When 
we look for politics, conservative or lib-
eral, to solve our problems we beg at the 
wrong gate. 
In the future, please confine articles 
to the mission of the Brethren in Christ 
Church, which to my understanding is 
not politically aligned. 
Margaret Williams 
Nappanee, Ind. 
I feel the article by Samuel Brubaker 
concerning the recent election ("Dia-
logue," January 1995 Visitor) was gener-
ally on track, even if only for the pur-
pose of balancing the general feeling of 
evangelicals, that political conservatism 
always represents the highest Christian 
ethics. This to me is highly debatable. I 
think we all need to reread the "Greatest 
Sermon Ever Preached," The Sermon on 
the Mount, to find what our relationship 
should be to our enemies (including those 
who disagree politically), to the poor, and 
to the philosophy that "Might makes 
Right," and that large military expendi-
ture is the best way to make things right. 
Thanks, Mr. Brubaker. 
Waldo J. Wood 
Knoxville, Pa. 
I would like to respond to an article 
written by S. Brubaker, "Election 1994: 
A victory for Christianity?" ("Dialogue," 
January 1995 Visitor). It is great to live in 
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the United States where we have religious 
freedom and a freedom to vote. The 1994 
election poll shows 33 percent of the vot-
ers aligned as Christian voters, compared 
to 18 percent in 1992. The writer three 
times in the article makes the conclusion 
that nearly all conservative Christians are 
aligned themselves with the right-wing 
policies. I don't think we as Christians 
should label people as the world does. 
The writer is also basing his conclu-
sions "for the price we pay" on articles in 
magazines, newsprint, T.V., and talk 
shows. Relying on this type of media-
reporting is dangerous because of the 
misinformation, and part truths. In two 
years we will have more facts to judge 
with. 
The writer missed some of the impor-
tant reasons why the conservative Chris-
tians voted the way they did. The Clinton 
administration or his agenda promoted 
homosexuals, gays, etc. He chose many 
liberal people for his cabinet such as [Sur-
geon] General Elders. She promoted sex 
education, abortions, passing out con-
doms in the schools, and masturbation. 
Teenage pregnancy is out of control pro-
moted by having sex in back of a car. 
Elders talked about legalizing marijuana. 
Her example was noted with her son 
being arrested for selling marijuana. 
There are many more reasons but space 
doesn't allow it, that the U.S. voters voted 
the way they did. 
I agree with the writer that there will 
be some weakness that many come out of 
this election. But Christians must be salt 
of the earth and we must be involved if 
we are to carry out our mission to help 
make the laws of government fair to all 
people. 
In this article there was no mention of 
prayer. I believe that prayer was the 
strongest force behind the 1994 election. 
I believe there were many people praying 
for a positive spiritual change in our gov-
ernment. 1 Tim. 2:2 paraphrased, "Pray in 
this way for kings and all others who are 
in authority over us...." 
Let each Christian devote more time to 
pray for our government leaders, giving 
them divine guidance for the future. 
Eldon Noel 
Abilene, Kansas 
In spite of the economic crash of 1929, 
the number of family farmers in the USA 
continued to increase, reaching a peak of 
8.6 million in 1935. In the decades that 
followed, significant changes in society 
have taken place that has put our nation in 
a very serious position. 
First was the beginning of the welfare 
state by the Roosevelt administration. 
President Roosevelt warned the nation 
that a continuation of the policy would 
bring great damage to the economy. He 
further warned that bringing society to 
depend too much on government would 
break the spirit of man. In 1962, President 
Kennedy asked Congress for the creation 
of a "public welfare program" designed 
to "attack dependency, juvenile delin-
quency, family breakdown, illegitimacy, 
ill health, and disability." 
During the Great Society these goals 
were expanded even further, and Presi-
dent Johnson assured his fellow Ameri-
cans, "The final conquest of poverty is 
within our grasp." We read in the Visitor 
in 1968 of "Evangelicals for "McGov-
ern," "Because the poor stood to gain 
more from a McGovern presidency than 
a Nixon presidency." 
Secondly, "separation of church and 
state," a term not used by our founding 
fathers, became an issue. From this, our 
courts and laws slowly moved the Bible 
out of our society, schools, and as a stan-
dard for our judicial system. The Bible 
was completely eliminated by several 
Supreme Court decisions around 1962. 
This led one wag to comment, "God is 
dead but 50,000 social workers have risen 
to take his place." 
Where are we today? Had we saved all 
the money we have spent on poverty 
since 1965, we could now purchase every 
farm in the USA as well as the Fortune 
500 corporations. We have literally given 
a huge part of us to poverty and the 
poverty level continues to increase. In 
1995, 48 cents of the government spend-
ing goes direct to people and our govern-
ment is in debt some $38,000 per person. 
Where are the 8.6 million family farm-
ers mentioned above? Due to the huge 
taxation, deficit spending and resultant 
inflation, they have been forced off the 
land at the rate of one family every 5 min-
utes for 58 years, down to the present 1.8 
million farm families. For every seven 
farm families lost, one small town busi-
ness has closed, resulting in lost commu-
nities and the near loss of an entire culture 
and way of life. The economic stress on 
these families has resulted in many bro-
ken homes, with one rural lawyer in the 
last approximately 15 years servicing 
3,500 divorces. 
I can find nothing Christian in the 
issues mentioned above. I find the "Con-
tract with America" speaking to the 
basics of these issues. I must strongly dis-
agree with Dr. Brubaker and say I believe 
Christians made big gains in the Novem-
ber election. 
Yes, Kansas has some very powerful 
Senators and Congressmen. I personally 
know two of them and have visited with 
others and know of their values and that 
some are "born again" Christians and 
believe as I do and are not using the 
school prayer issue as political bait. They 
are in D.C. because thousands of Chris-
tians told them what we wanted and we 
worked hard to get them there. 
Jared Hoover 
Abilene, Kansas 
...and school prayer 
Three cheers for Sam Brubaker's 
"Discipleship for the 21st Century" col-
umn on "Restoring Prayer to Public 
Schools" (February 1995 Visitor). Dr. 
Brubaker reminds us that discipleship is 
political, and that discipleship involves 
taking a stand on questions which are 
debated in courts and palaces, legislatures 
and executive mansions. This is the way 
it was in Bible times. Jesus announced 
his mission in political language when he 
announced the "kingdom of God" and 
Mark used the language of the Roman 
empire in his term "gospel," the term 
which Roman emperors used to announce 
victory in war and which was generally 
associated with political propaganda 
eulogizing Caesar as "the divine man." 
We have all heard (and perhaps conve-
niently forgotten?) that when the early 
Christians called Jesus "Lord," they used 
the term by which Caesar insisted on 
being named and honored. 
The prophets were not persecuted, and 
Jesus did not promise his followers that 
they would be abused, for saying that 
people may go to heaven when they die. 
Persecution comes from challenging 
oppressive political (and/or religious/ 
ecclesiastical) power. And of course, as 
the school prayer debate illustrates, there 
are no clean lines separating the "politi-
cal" and the "religious," whether you 
look at organizational agendas or at the 
images and roles of personalities in lead-
ership. 
John K. Stoner 
Akron, Pa. 
Re: "Church Member Giving..." 
Regarding the article "Church Mem-
ber Giving Through 1992" (February 
1995 Visitor). I was challenged not only 
by the content but by lack of content. 
Your graphs, stats, and tables are all very 
impressionable and I do not doubt very 
accurate and true. The section sub-titled 
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"Future Trends" is frightening, but lacks 
faith in a God who can do "exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or 
think." Although I found the entire article 
informative, it is seriously lacking a bib-
lical approach to the solution of the prob-
lem. [One might ask] authors John and 
Sylvia Ronsvalle... "What is this cock-
sparrow trying to say?" as the Epicurean 
and Stoic philosophers said of St. Paul. 
Actually what I am about to say sharp-
ly contrasts that of the authors' opinion. 
The problem is not one of a financial 
nature, although ultimately finances will 
be one of the many areas affected. The 
root of the problem is of a spiritual nature. 
The church today is tragically below New 
Testament standard, worldliness has 
become a part of our way of life. We are 
rapidly losing the art of worship, and I 
ask, where are the "saints" of by-gone 
days? Our heroes today are successful 
businessmen and high-paid athletes, 
movie stars and the like. We fill our 
minds with garbage, through TV, movies 
and printed material. Paul calls us to 
"renew our minds" (Romans 12), to "take 
captive every thought" (2 Corinthians 
10:5) and to fill our minds with every 
good thing (Philippians 4:8). 
We are called to return to our first 
love, to obedience to holiness, to total 
dependence on Christ. 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, there 
will be no improvement in the financial 
trends of the church until these changes 
take place in our hearts. I believe as I'm 
sure you do: the One who came forth 
from the tomb victoriously can blow the 
"trends" out of the water if we give him 
the authority in our lives he deserves! 
Giving again will be as it once was, a 
thing that brings great joy. 
Douglas Ruegg 
Stevensville, Ontario 
ftiscipleship for the 21st Century 
Is there good news 
for the poor? 
Poverty has never been a pleasant con-
dition in which to find oneself. Jesus him-
self once observed that it is better to be in 
the position of the giver than to need to be 
the recipient of charity. Poverty has been 
a plague threatening human well-being 
throughout history. So much so that some 
people assume it is a natural and accept-
able part of the human condition. Even 
many Christians harbor such feelings, 
justifying their attitude by Jesus' words 
that we always have poor people around. 
That attitude is a misinterpretation of our 
Lord's statement. In that instance, Jesus 
was explaining why it was justifiable for 
the woman to "waste" costly perfume in 
her show of appreciation for him. A dis-
ciple had self-righteously suggested the 
perfume could have been better used to 
help the poor. Jesus' response included 
the reminder that there was not much 
time left in which his followers might 
show to him their respect and love: they, 
however, would have no shortage of 
opportunities to assist the poor. 
These are tough days to be among the 
poor. There is so much public discussion 
which stereotypes poor people in a very 
negative way. Even many Christians, in 
their desire to restore fiscal responsibili-
ty to government, have fallen into the 
habit of generalizing poor people as lazy, 
irresponsible, or wicked. Furthermore, 
how must it impact our friends on public 
assistance to hear us advocate giving tax 
breaks to people who are "making it" and 
withdrawing assistance from those who 
aren't? How must they feel when busi-
ness people who accept government sub-
sidies or tax advantages complain about 
government assistance to the poor? 
Jesus was very clear: when we decline 
to assist the needy, we are turning away 
from serving him. 
How do we go about serving the needs 
of the poor? Maybe government pro-
grams aren't the best way. We hear a lot 
these days about the value of private 
charity in serving the poor. The big ques-
tion is: will there be increased private 
charity to equal the withdrawal of public 
assistance? The fact that many needs 
have gone unmet while we've had heavy 
government involvement suggests that 
private charity has up to now been insuf-
ficient. How will we meet the needs no 
longer addressed by government? 
Private charity will need to be much 
more comprehensive than an occasional 
sack of clothes to the nearest city mis-
sion or groceries to the church food 
pantry. We will need first to improve our 
attitude toward the poor. Many of them 
do not deserve the cruel stereotypes we 
use. Some have throughout their lives 
battled undeserved circumstances which 
we helped inflict upon them. Even those 
whose lives are damaged by their own 
moral breakdown are persons loved by 
God and included in the atonement 
wrought by Jesus. We must ask ourselves 
whether we regard them in this way, or 
have we adopted the attitudes expressed 
by the current popular rhetoric? We could 
help our attitude by becoming friends 
with disadvantaged people, neighboring 
with them—yes, even having them to our 
houses. Then we would learn to know 
them as persons. 
Beyond renewed respect for the poor 
as persons, private citizens—especially 
Christians—need to become more chari-
table in conduct of their businesses. 
These days, many business owners are 
reducing work forces for purpose of 
maintaining company profits. This in 
effect reduces the livelihood of the 
employee for the sake of maintaining that 
of the owner. Where is charity in that? 
Christian employers should be looking 
for opportunities to build people, to give 
people opportunity to grow. Such poli-
cies will undoubtedly reduce profits. This 
author is not unaware of the challenges of 
keeping afloat a business in the competi-
tion of the real world. But we need to 
temper our pursuit of profits with the 
more important goals of building people, 
of making our products and services 
affordable to those in need. 
There is another impending opportu-
nity for private charity, particularly in the 
United States. The current legislature 
seems likely to provide a tax reduction 
for middle income citizens. Most of the 
readers of this column would benefit 
from that. Probably many of us are 
already thinking about what we will do 
with that "extra" money. Have we con-
sidered using it to help the poor? Some of 
us have advocated reduction of govern-
ment assistance to the poor, declaring that 
private charity is the better way to serve 
them. This (expected) tax reduction is our 
chance to put those words into action. 
Samuel M. Brubaker is a physician in 
Greenville, Ohio, and lives in Arcanum, Ohio. 
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Qnesims 
Dear Paul, 
It's finally April, springtime, when the earth renews 
itself. This is the first time I 've seen the hills here any 
color other than brown or white. I even have a bit of 
greenery in the apartment. Somehow an onion sprouted 
in my cupboard over the winter and is currently flourish-
ing in the living room. It is slightly grotesque (in an 
organic kind of way) and I 've grown somewhat fascinat-
ed by it. I probably should get some potting soil since I 
haven't been too successful at my attempts at hydropon-
ic gardening. In any event, it reminded me of the vine 
God provided for the prophet Jonah. 
It's interesting that Jonah comes to mind in the weeks 
approaching Easter. His story parallels and foreshadows 
the burial and resurrection of 
Christ. John was sent to Nineveh 
to preach a message of redemp-
tion and spent three days and 
three nights in the belly of a fish 
before being spat out onto the 
shore. Christ died on the cross 
and was in the tomb for three 
days before rising again. Jesus 
himself made this connection 
when he said that the only sign 
the Israelites would receive 
would be "the sign of Jonah." 
A friend of mine once said that 
being a Christian was similar to 
being in an Alcoholics Anony-
mous group. "Hi, I 'm Onesimus. 
I 'm a ex-sinner." As I understand 
alcoholism, however, you're 
never considered fully recovered, just continually recov-
ering. What great news it is that our sins are buried with 
Christ once and for all. I had a conversation the other 
week with some people who tried to convince me that 
we're not actually saved until Christ comes again. Where 
does that come from? You often talk about being buried 
with Christ and baptized into his death, always in the 
past tense. (I understand that the actual verb tense in 
Ephesians 2:8, "For it is by grace we have been saved," 
emphasizes its present effect while indicating a complet-
ed action.) 
There have been other Easters when I 've probably 
spent too much time thinking about Christ's sacrifice and 
how undeserving I am of such a gift, pondering the pain 
and suffering of being nailed to a cross, and embarrassed 
that the human race could have actually done something 
like that to the Son of God. This year, however, the focus 
is fixed squarely on God's mercy, rather than my sinful-
ness, and the power in the Resurrection and our new life. 
I really like the way you put it in your letter to the 
Romans, 
"Now that we are set right with God by means of this 
sacrificial death, the consummate blood sacrifice, there 
is no longer a question of being at odds with God in any 
way. If, when we were at our worst, we were put on 
friendly terms with God by the 
sacrificial death of his son, now 
that we're at our best, just think 
of how our lives will expand 
and deepen by means of his res-
urrection life! (Romans 5:9-10, 
The Message) 
Art may imitate life, but it 
never quite measures up. What a 
curious coincidence (is there 
any other kind?) that I should 
read A Tale of Two Cities a few 
weeks before Easter. The first 
section of the book is entitled 
"Recalled to Life" and involves 
the return to society of a former 
Bastille prisoner prior to the 
French Revolution. The Revolu-
tion is in full swing by the end 
of the book when one of the characters, Sydney Carton, 
is beheaded in place of another after recalling John 
11:25, "I am the Resurrection and the Life..." Carton's 
last words are, "It is a far, far better thing that I do, than I 
have ever done; it is a far, far better rest that I go to, than 
I have ever known." But of course, for us, the cross is 
the beginning rather than the end. I'll take real life any 
day. 
Wonderful grace be with you, 
Onesimus 
Readers may correspond with Onesimus by writing to him c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
Letters to Onesimus may be published unless they are marked "Personal-Not for Publication." 
This Easter, however, 
the focus is fixed 
squarely on God's 
mercy, rather than 
my sinfulness, and 
the power in the 
Resurrection and in 
our new life. 
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Intentional 
evangelism 
by R. Dale Shaw 
A reflective reading of the 
Gospels provides insight into Jesus' 
methods of ministry. There are sev-
eral incidents which teach us that he 
did not stumble from one experience 
into another, but by divine appoint-
ment and planning he accomplished 
his goals. 
I grew up with the idea that as 
disciples of Jesus Christ, we are 











was a part 
of. In my 
first pas-
toral 
assignment in 1968,1 was soundly 
reprimanded by a senior sister for 
not preaching from my dependence 
upon the Holy Spirit rather than 
preaching from dependence upon 
my notes. I remember processing 
the question of whether or not God 
inspired me in sermon preparation 
on Wednesday and Thursday for 
Sunday. 
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Jesus was intentional about his 
ministry. The story of his trip 
through Samaria and his conversa-
tion with the Samaritan woman is 
one example. In the King James 
Version, John 4:4 says, "And he 
must needs go through Samaria." 
The New International Version says, 
"Now he had to go through 
Samaria." Historians tell us that the 
Jews normally walked around 
Samaria as they travelled from 
Judea to Galilee. Jesus went through 
Samaria intentionally to share the 
good news of the kingdom with a 
woman who had evangelism poten-
tial. 
Jesus was intentional about the 
choosing of his disciples. He chose 
working men: some laborers, some 
scholars. 
The vision of the Brethren in 
Christ Church is intentional evan-
gelism. My exposure to the church 
leads me to believe that the Brethren 
in Christ are very good at scattering 
the seed broadly. (See Jesus' parable 
in Matthew 13, Mark 4, and Luke 
8.) A seed falls here and a seed falls 
there. Some seeds receive enough 
sustenance to sprout roots, push up a 
stock, and eventually produce fruit. 
Most of the seeds fall on soil that 
does not produce a harvest. 
When Jesus speaks of the seed in 
the Gospels, he does not talk about 
the sower. The sowing may sound 
careless to some of us who live in 
areas where rocks are few, the soil is 
rich, and machinery is plentiful. In 
Israel, rocks are plentiful, the soil is 
often sandy, and the sower had few 
tools to work with. 
I believe Jesus calls us to more 
responsible sowing because of the 
incredible cultural advances (frills) 
of this age that support/affirm/ 
strengthen/validate that first seed of 
gospel truth. 
Several years ago a friend from 
the New Life Congregation in 
Collingwood, Ont., and I went hunt-
ing. We travelled to the shore of 
James Bay. Paul was an avid, well-
trained and successful hunter. I had 
done some hunting, but was over-
whelmed at the thousands of geese 
and ducks that flew over our heads 
throughout those days. My friend 
Paul had his quota early each day. 
For me, it was hit and miss. 
After watching me for a while, 
Paul identified the problem. I was 
confident that with the many birds 
in the air, I was sure to hit one as I 
shot into the flock. The lesson I 
learned was to pick out one bird at a 
time and intentionally aim to shoot 
that one bird. With that lesson 
learned, I became a more successful 
hunter and we all returned home 
with our limit. 
We live in a time of scriptural 
ignorance. The foundational princi-
ples and stories of Scripture are not 
known by the majority. Unless we 
intentionally make an appointment 
with a person or family to build a 
relationship, and intentionally deter-
mine the goal to be winning that 
soul for Christ, we will just keep 
"missing the mark." 
When I was a boy, we often sang 
the chorus, "Lord, lay some soul 
upon my heart, and love that soul 
through me, so I may nobly do my 
part, to win that soul for thee." 
I suggest that you conclude the 
reading of this article with a person-
al specific prayer for God to lay one 
or more persons on your heart to 
win for Jesus' sake. 
R. Dale Shaw 
is Bishop of the 
Canadian Con-
ference of the 
Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
I suggest that 
you ask God 
to lay one or 
more persons 
on your heart 
to win for 
Jesus' sake. 
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The trial of the century 
Quickly—what image first came to mind when you read 
that headline? Was it: 
(a) the Colin Ferguson trial—in which the man accused 
of killing six persons on a Long Island commuter 
train in 1993 served as his own attorney (in the pro-
cess proving the veracity of the adage: He who 
serves as his own lawyer has a fool for an attorney.) 
(b) the O. J. Simpson trial in Los Angeles—a case 
where the public seems to have totally forgotten the 
foundational principle of the American justice sys-
tem: "Innocent until proven guilty." 
(c) the trial of Jesus before the Sanhedrin. 
Trick question, you say? No, I just didn't specify which 
century. 
THE TRIAL OF JESUS c a m e t o m i n d a s I w a s r e s e a r c h i n g last month's "E.V. Timelines." Famed attorney William 
Jennings Bryan was scheduled to speak in a Methodist 
Church one Sunday night on "The trial of Jesus." Bryan 
died the preceding Friday, but had given an interview in 
which he outlined his proposed address. The outline, pub-
lished in the Visitor of March 25, 1945, is as follows: 
From the legal standpoint, Jesus...was mobbed, because: 
1. His arrest was illegal, because: 
(a) It was made after nightfall, which was forbidden 
according to the Jewish criminal law. 
(b) He was arrested on testimony of a traitor, which 
could not be done under Mosaic Law (Lev. 19:17-18). 
(c) There was no warrant issued from a competent court 
of jurisdiction. 
(d) The motive was illegal, as no fair trial was intended, 
but rather death. 
2. The indictment was illegal, because: 
(a) It was not in writing, which was required by the 
Jewish court. 
(b) Jesus was charged with two offenses at the same 
time (which was illegal under Jewish code)—blasphemy 
and sedition. 
(c) Blasphemy was charged by Caiaphas, who also 
became the judge. No Sanhedrin could make such com-
plaint, and was only expected to investigate charges made 
by others. Caiaphas became the Judge and Prosecutor. 
3. The preliminary trial was illegal, because: 
(a) No such trials are known to the Hebrew criminal 
court. John says Jesus was brought before a High Priest 
for a preliminary trial. 
(b) It was held at night, which was strictly forbidden. 
(c) Jesus was tried before a single judge, whereas the 
lowest Jewish court had three judges, next highest 23, and 
the highest, the Sanhedrin, 71. 
(d) Secret trials were prohibited by Jewish law.... 
4. The trial before the Sanhedrin was illegal, because: 
(a) It was held in the palace of the High Priest, whereas 
the Great Sanhedrin could only sit in the Temple, known as 
the "Hall of the Hewn Stones." 
(b) It was held at night, whereas they could only meet in 
the light of day, and after the morning sacrifice had been 
offered. 
(c) Trial commenced after midnight Friday morning, 
next day being Jewish Sabbath, and it was unlawful to 
commence any criminal trial on the day preceding their 
Sabbath as no court was allowed to sit on the Sabbath. 
(d) Trial was completed in one day, whereas Jewish law 
required three days; 1 day for testimony, 1 for fasting and 
prayer, and 1 for final report. 
(e) It was unlawful to commence a criminal trial on a 
Feast Day or a day preceding. The trial of Jesus was on 
two Feast Days, that of "Unleavened Bread" and the 
"Passover." 
( f ) Jesus was not allowed to make a defense, but con-
victed on the testimony of a traitor. An accused is supposed 
to be innocent until guilt is proven. He was not allowed to 
have witnesses. 
5. The sentence was illegal, because: 
(a) It was made orally, whereas the Jewish law required 
that each judge cast a written ballot without knowing the 
vote of another. 
(b) It was announced the same day, whereas three days 
should have elapsed. 
(c) It was based upon the uncorroborated evidence of 
one traitor, whereas Jewish law required that facts should 
be established "by the mouths of two or more witnesses." 
(d) According to Mosaic law the death penalty for blas-
phemy should have been by stoning, whereas Jesus was 
crucified. 
Talk about a trial which today could be reversed on 
appeal due to prosecutorial misconduct and judicial errors! 
On reflection, however, one can see the hand of God 
even in the nature of Jesus' trial. The eternal Passover 
Lamb was being offered as an atonement for the sins of the 
world. The "rush to judgment" on the part of Caiaphas and 
the Sanhedrin—far from accomplishing their agenda of 
putting an end to this troublemaker claiming to be the 
Messiah—actually set the stage for the culmination of 
Jesus' earthly ministry: his death and resurrection. In this 
instance, a flawed judicial proceeding was used by God in 
accomplishing divine purposes. 
WHO AMONG us honestly feel that the "trials" we face come anywhere close to matching the trial Jesus 
experienced? But regardless of our circumstances this 
Easter season, let us take courage from Paul's counsel in 
Romans 8:18-39, especially verses 28 and 37: "And we 
know that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love him... .in all these things we are more than con-
querors through him who loved us." G 
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And now, just as you trusted Christ to save you, trust 
him, too, for each day's problems; live in vital union 
with him. Let your roots grow down into him and draw 
up nourishment from him. See that you go on growing 
in the Lord, and become strong and vigorous in the truth 
you were taught. Let your lives overflow with joy 
and thanksgiving for all he has done. 
Colossians 2:6-7, Living Bible r 
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